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Preface

Background and Objective of the Study

This study was commissioned by the Central Policy Unit (CPU) of the

Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in February 2010.

The objective of the study is to investigate the possible sources of influence on

emergent social conflicts and tensions among the youth population in Hong

Kong. This study seeks answers to four main questions:

(1) Does the younger generation have unique socio-political orientations
vis-a-vis older cohorts? Are there any distinctive variations in the values
and orientation within this younger generation?

(2) How does the younger generation perceive its own position and
opportunities in the socio-economic system, and in particular the chances
for improving its social and economic status?

(3) Does the younger generation exhibit a distinctive set of postmaterialist
values?

(4) What are the socio-demographic and biographical factors that could account

for variations in socio-political orientations among the younger generation?

Methodology

This study uses two approaches to the collection of relevant information and
data. First, secondary analysis of existing survey data helps to unveil the

characteristics of the younger generations born after 1980 and those born before
Vi



then. Second, a telephone survey has been conducted to collect information
pertaining to the social attitudes, beliefs, values, orientations and behaviors

among Hong Kong citizens born between 1970 and 1995.

Research Team

Members in the research team of the Public Policy Research Centre, Hong

Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong

include:

e Stephen Wing-Kai Chiu, Professor, Department of Sociology; and Director of
the Public Policy Research Centre, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific
Studies

e Leung Yee-kong, Research Associate, Public Policy Research Centre, Hong

Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
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Executive Summary

1. Background of the Study

In the past two years, generational differences and conflicts have evoked
growing interest from the mass media and the public. Whenever incidents of
social unrest visibly involve the younger generation, the mass media usually cite
anecdotal evidence to argue that “generational conflicts” are operative. In that
narrative, the beliefs and attitudes of the younger generation are interpreted to
be a consequence of frustration caused by the limited opportunity to move up
the social ladder or from having their upward social mobility completely
blocked.

These anecdotal observations and interpretations have crystallized around
the label of the “Post-80s”, a term which has swiftly spread into the public
consciousness through the reinforcement of the mass media.  This label is
appealing because of its simplicity to explain and interpret why social conflicts
have led to waves of political mobilization and mass demonstrations in recent
years. From a “generations” perspective, the “Post-80s Generation” would be

regarded as the “source” of conflict.

2. Approach and Methodology

The major research objectives are to compare and contrast the variations
among the younger generations born between 1980 and 1995 in social and
political attitudes, beliefs, postmaterialist values, orientations and behaviors.
In addition, the post-70s cohort is also surveyed in order to capture the

characteristics of those who are still regarded as “young” but not “green” in
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terms of social exposure and working experience. It is also used as a control
group or “baseline” to establish what characteristics, if any, are distinctive to the

younger age group.

This study uses two approaches to the collection of relevant information
and data. First, secondary analysis of existing survey data helps to unveil the
characteristics of the younger generations born after 1980 and those born before
then. Second, a telephone survey has been conducted to collect information
pertaining to the social attitudes, beliefs, values, orientations and behaviors

among Hong Kong citizens born between 1970 and 1995.

3. Findings from Secondary Data Analysis

Data for secondary analysis come from three surveys: two telephone polls,
one conducted in December 2009 and the other in January 2010, on 2012
constitutional reforms, and one community research project conducted in July
2008. We carried out statistical analysis on the three datasets to compare
across cohorts their (1) political orientations, (2) social perceptions and values,
(3) identity, and (4) life satisfaction. The findings do not exhibit consistent
evidence to support the anecdotal generalization that the post-80s are more
radical and discontented than other generations. We summarize the social

attitudes of youth, especially those from the post-80s cohort as follows:

e less supportive of high speed rail budget

e more negative views of functional constituencies

e more inclined to support the demand for a timetable or roadmap for universal
suffrage

e more supportive of resignation of Civic Party and LSD legislators and the
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By-election, but NOT more inclined to recast their vote for candidates from
these two parties

e identify more with LSD than the other cohorts, but are still more supportive
of DP than LSD

e appear to be susceptible to issue-based mobilization based on “post-80”
identities

e not more radical than the post-70s in disapproval of the 2012 constitutional
reform bill

e not more skeptical than other cohorts with regard to progress in
democratization under the 2012 constitutional reform

e more positive with regard to living standards

e more positive in believing hardworking will bring success

e more positive in planning for their own future

e more positive in accommodating economic restructuring

e more identified with Hong Kong

e |owest degree of sense of belonging to Hong Kong

e more satisfied than other cohorts with life in almost all domains

These results suggest that while there are some signs that the younger
generation is more critical of the government and political establishment, this
negative orientation is not fixed but is significantly influenced by political
events and mobilization. The surge of negative perceptions among the
younger cohort towards the political reform package after the anti-high speed
rail movement is a clear illustration of this point. Negative sentiments among
the younger cohorts, to the extent they exist, are not related to a more negative
evaluation of their personal conditions. Even though young people are more
critical of the government, they are in general more positive in evaluating their

own conditions.
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4. Telephone Survey on Social Attitudes of the Youth Population

in Hong Kong Conducted in May-June 2010

The telephone survey was conducted from 24 May to 25 June 2010. The
target respondents of the present study were Hong Kong youth population born
in 1980 or after. Those born in 1970 or after were also surveyed as a reference
group to compare and contrast with the younger sample. The finalized version
of the questionnaire is attached in Appendix 1. A total of 2,003 respondents
completed the survey: 1,108 (55.3%) are female and 895 (44.7%) male; 552
(27.6%) are post-90s, 667 (33.3%) post-80s, and 784 (39.1%) post-70s.

4.1 Democratic Development and Environmental Conservation are Preferable

A majority of respondents adopt postmaterialist positions on democracy
and environmental conservation, and generational differences are small. The
overwhelming support to postmaterialist orientations 1is found across
generations. While we should not jump to the conclusion that most Hong
Kongers are postmaterialists, we could say that for many Hong Kong people

democracy and conservation are desirable value positions to adopt and profess.

4.2 Civic Engagement and Seeking Political Information

Anti-establishment sentiment is more readily manifest in attitudes than in
actions. A majority of respondents have not engaged in any demonstration or
rally since 1997, and mere 1.4% joined frequently. The participation pattern is
very similar across the three generations although slightly higher percentages
from the post-70s have engaged in these types of civic action. An

overwhelming majority are aware of demonstrations or rallies to be organized.
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The absence of any generational difference means that information seeking
relating to civic actions is common among all respondents irrespective of the

age factor.

Conventional mass media are still the major channels to receive
information on civic actions to be organized. Television is the most common
channel for 3 generations, while newspapers rank second for the post-70s and
post-80s, but rank only third for the post-90s. Using the Internet or mobile
phone SMS to receive information on civic actions is the second most popular
channel for the post-90s, but ranks third for the post-80s and post-70s. The older
generation thus has a notably different pattern of electronic communications

usage than younger ones.

4.3 Voting Behavior in the Legislative Council By-election
Held on 16 May 2010

Our survey result does not exactly match the interpretation found in the
mass media that the By-election was much more appealing to the younger
generation. More than half of respondents are registered voters eligible to vote
in the By-election that took place on 16 May 2010. Eligible voters of the
post-90s were the least mobilized to vote in the By-election, and the post-80s
voters were the most mobilized. Despite the difference in voter turnout rates
among generations, their choices are almost identical. An overwhelming
majority of all generations voted for candidates from the Civic Party or League
of Social Democrats (LSD). And the proportion of casting blank ballots is

almost the same in all generations. The By-election was not particularly
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appealing to the post-90s eligible voters. However, once they were mobilized,

a majority of the post-90s supported the idea of the simulated referendum.

4.4 Life Satisfaction

Results show that all generations are dissatisfied with the conditions of
politics, economy and environmental conservation in Hong Kong. Although
differences among generations exist, they are all barely visible. All
generations evaluate their overall quality of life positively, with differences
among generations, although statistically significant, quite small.  All
generations are slightly satisfied with their personal life, in contrast to negative

evaluation of broader social conditions.

4.5 ldentity and Political Trust

An overwhelming majority of respondents in all generations explicitly
identified themselves as Hong Kongers. Comparatively fewer respondents
identified themselves as Chinese, although they are still in a majority. Not
surprisingly, the percentage of the post-70s who identify themselves as Chinese

Is higher than that of the younger generations.

More respondents have trust in the Hong Kong SAR Government than
Central Government. Trust in the Hong Kong SAR and Central Governments
also differs significantly among generations. The post-80s are the most critical
to the establishment. They have proportionately the lowest trust in the Hong
Kong SAR Government and in the Central Government. The post-90s, on the
other hand, have the noticeably highest proportion who trust in the Hong Kong

SAR Government. The proportions trusting the Hong Kong and Central
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Governments are similar among the post-70s.

4.6 Education and Employment in the Mainland

Although respondents do not particularly favor a national identity or the
Central Government, they are positive towards the idea of study or work in the
Mainland. A majority of respondents accept the idea of pursuing further
studies in the Mainland, and the tendency is about the same across generations.
There is a similar popularity for the idea of working in China, with younger
generations showing more enthusiasm than the post-70s. On the ideological
level, our respondents, especially the younger generations, are not that positive
towards establishing connections with the Mainland. When it comes to
matters of personal life and development, however, the younger generations find

it much more acceptable to have connections with the Mainland.

4.7 Blocked Mobility of Youth?

Some recent observers of social unrest among youth suggest blocked
upward mobility could be one of the factors leading to negative sentiments.
Using three measures to probe youth perceptions of their opportunities for
personal development in Hong Kong, this study found as follows. First, the
post-80s and post-90s are more discontented with the opportunities available to
their own age cohort than are the post-70s. Second, our findings are
counter-intuitive to anecdotal observations that younger generations are
supposedly more pessimistic about their personal development in the future.
In fact, the post-80s and post-90s are more optimistic about their future
development than the post-70s. Relatively fewer post-90s and post-80s than
post-70s are expecting a worse future. Third, more respondents are satisfied

than dissatisfied with the opportunities available for their personal development
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in Hong Kong. Comparatively speaking, the post-80s are the least satisfied
generation. The post-90s and post-70s report about the same level of
satisfaction. These statistics do not offer strong enough evidence, however, to
confirm the claim that blocked mobility pre-occupies youth perceptions.
Nevertheless, neither satisfaction nor optimism is the prevalent sentiment

among all generations.

5. Predictors of Youth Dissent in Hong Kong

5.1 Social Attitudes of Dissent

In this study, the extent of discontent is measured by 5 social attitudes: (1)
whether or not respondents support the Legislative Council (LegCo) to approve
the budget for the High Speed Rail in January 2010; (2) their evaluation towards
LegCo members from Functional Constituencies after the High Speed Rail
Budget was approved; (3) which side they support in various incidents of
conflicts between HKSAR Government and concern groups on conservation
issues; (4) their evaluation of democratic progress in Hong Kong since 1997;
and (5) the political party they most support in Hong Kong.  The following

table summarizes the effect of various factors on dissenting social attitudes.
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Table 1. Summary of Predictors of Dissenting Social Attitudes

Generational Democratic and  Postmaterialist

difference: conservational value
younger value: higher orientation:
higher
Individual items of Social Attitudes
NOT supporting High Speed Rail v v v
Negative evaluation towards v v v
Functional Constituencies
Support environmental concern v v v
groups in conservation issues
Consider democratic progress since v * v v
1997 too slow
Democratic political affiliation v v v

v indicates predictor effect is statistically significant at probability less than 0.001, except
with * at 0.05 level.

Table 1 (cont’d)

With local NOT NOT trust NOT trust
identity identified as HK SAR Central
Chinese Government Government

Individual items of

NOT supporting High Speed Rail x v v v

Negative evaluation towards x v v v
Functional Constituencies

Support environmental concern x v v v
groups in conservation issues

Consider democratic progress x v v v

since 1997 too slow

Democratic political affiliation x v v v

v indicates predictor effect is statistically significant at probability less than 0.001.

X means no significant effect
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5.2 Aggregate Measure of Dissenting Attitudes

Assessing individual items of dissenting social attitudes and political
affiliation indicates how much discontent the youth population has towards the
socio-political environment. An aggregate measure to summarize their
discontent is created by counting how many of the following positions the
respondents have expressed: (a) not supporting the High Speed Rail, (b)
viewing Functional Constituencies negatively, (c) supporting environmental
concern groups, (d) finding democratic progress too slow, and (e) having a
democratic affiliation. The “baseline” post-70s are the least discontented
generation; over 30% of them do not show any discontent. Both the post-90s
and post-80s have an equal level of dissent. In general, the more dissenting
respondents are male, born in Hong Kong or having lived here for 7 years or
more, educated to a secondary educated or above, and students or economically

active.

5.3 Demographic Profiles of the Strong Dissidents

Respondents are regarded as having strong level of dissenting attitudes if
they have expressed 4 or 5 critical positions in the above-mentioned 5
socio-political issues. Among all respondents, a sizeable minority of 395
respondents (19.7%) are identified as having strong dissenting attitudes. A
profile analysis of them reveals that the youth population holding strong
dissenting attitudes share similar demographic characteristics:

(1) not at the bottom layer economically (with median household income

between $10,000 and $29,999),
(2) attained tertiary education,

(3) mostly born in Hong Kong, and
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(4) with only few having experience of living overseas.

5.4 Other Correlates of Dissenting Attitudes

Respondents perceiving limited opportunities are not visibly more
dissenting than those perceiving better development opportunities, so we cannot
conclude that perceptions of blocked mobility reinforce dissenting attitudes.
The effects of quality of life on dissenting attitudes are similar. Respondents
dissatisfied with life or health condition do not have visibly more dissenting
attitudes than their satisfied counterparts. The same applies to unhappy
respondents who are not more dissenting than happy ones. The findings do not

support observations that dissatisfaction with life leads to dissent.

We have examined the effects of “Chinese patriotism” and “Trust in the
Hong Kong SAR Government”. Both measures have a negative correlation
with dissenting attitudes. For “Trust in the Hong Kong government”, a
negative correlation means that the more trust there is, the less dissenting
attitudes are.  On the other hand, the more dissenting respondents are, the less
their trust in the Hong Kong government.  For “Chinese patriotism”, the more
identified respondents are with China, the less dissenting their attitudes.
Respondents with a stronger sense of dissent evaluate national identity and the

Central Government more negatively.

5.5 Postmaterialism and Dissent

The thesis of a cultural shift from materialism to postmaterialism has
triggered a series of research studies in western societies since the 1970s that
focus on how values affect and explain variations in perceptions of social,

political, and economic conditions. It is one of the most influential
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perspectives to describe and explain the effect of postmodernization on changes
in values and perceptions in highly industrialized societies. Earlier empirical
findings clearly revealed that Hong Kong people were basically materialist but
also possessed partial but not fully developed postmaterialist values. In the
present study, the generational difference in postmaterialist value orientation is
found to be statistically significant, with the post-90s scoring the lowest and the
post-80s the highest in measures of postmaterialist values. The postmaterialist
value orientation has significant effects on social attitudes of dissent. The
general pattern is that a stronger postmaterialist value orientation results in more

critical perceptions of social and political issues.

5.6 Multivariate Predictors of Dissenting Social Attitudes

To better gauge the combined predictive effects of demographic (structural)
factors, postmaterialist value orientations, democratic and conservation
inclination, identity, and political trust on dissenting attitudes, we have
conducted multivariate regression analysis by using aggregate score on

dissenting attitudes as the outcome.

The results show that the generations effect alone is minimal. Second,
adding more demographic variables cannot account for the greater extent of
dissenting attitudes. Hence, it implies that demographic characteristics are not
effective predictors. Third, the predictive power is far more encouraging by
combining factors of generations, postmaterialist values, democratic and
conservation inclination, national identity, and trust in Central and as well as
Hong Kong governments. The explanatory power is 8 times greater than the

effect of demographic variables.
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6. Conclusion

This study starts out with the common perception that generation
differences have become influential in the genesis of social discontents and even
the emergence of protest movements against major public policies. From our
secondary analysis of existing data we do not find consistent evidence to
support this anecdotal generalization that the post-80s are more radical and
discontented. Some differences in orientations indeed exist across cohorts, but
the differences are slim and are not observable in some critical dimensions.
While there are some signs that the younger generation is more critical of the
government and political establishment, such oppositional attitude is not fixed
but significantly influenced by political events and mobilization. More
importantly, whatever negative sentiments exist among the younger cohorts,
they do not appear to be related to unsatisfactory personal conditions. Even
though young people are more critical of the government, they are in general

more positive in evaluating their own conditions.

The various findings from the telephone survey specifically conducted for
this study confirm that two younger generations are more critical of the
establishment, and stronger believers in democracy and environmental
conservation. The post-90s are expressing “radical” ideologies, comparable to
If not more so, than those of the post-80s. An important question that follows
Is whether we could attribute the generational differences to the adolescent
tendencies to rebel against authority or whether enduring transformation in
social values has indeed occurred? The present study lacks the information to
provide further answers to these puzzles. We have to wait for longitudinal
research on the continuity and change of socio-political attitudes of those in the

same cohort over their life course.
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Some social observers have suggested three perspectives to account for
social and political unrest among youth, namely, that discontents are a result of
generational differences, that such differences could be traced to the lack of
opportunities for social advancements among the younger generations, and that
they are in general less satisfied with their personal life. When more factors
are included in the analysis, the generations effect recedes to have minimal
significance. We have also tested the second and third perspectives involving
blocked upward mobility for youth, and their dissatisfaction with life.

However, our findings do not support such claims.

In search of predictors of dissenting social attitudes in addition to
generations effect, we use multivariate analysis to test the effectiveness of
demographic (structural) factors, postmaterialist value orientations, democratic
and conservation inclination, identity, and political trust. Results show that the
demographic model is ineffective in explaining dissenting attitudes.
Postmaterialist value orientations and other socio-political attitudes are
powerful in accounting for dissenting attitudes. The generations effect
becomes the weakest variable when its impact is assessed along with that of

postmaterialist value orientations through multivariate analysis.

This study has revealed basically that radical and dissenting views show a
systemic character in that they tend to cluster together. A person’s dissenting
view in one aspect may be correlated with values in other domains. There is
evidence showing systemic relationships exist between value orientations and
social unrest among youth irrespective of their demographic background. We
do not know the causal effects yet, however. We should not subscribe
uncritically to the common belief that many youngsters are driven to become
discontented with the establishment because of dissatisfaction in their personal

life. Blocked social mobility and dissatisfaction with aspects of their personal

S-14



life clearly have only a very slight effect on their negative orientations towards
major policy decisions. In short, miserable youngsters do not necessarily
become angry anti-establishment youngsters. Instead of assuming that young
people are motivated by “negative” sentiments, we must accept the fact that
many of the young people critical of the government are prompted by “positive”

beliefs about themselves, the society, and the polity.

One of the major policy implications from our findings is that social unrest
cannot be deduced from demographic background. We have to identify and
understand the conditions and process of how these young people have come to

acquire radical values and attitudes.

The second policy implication is that a sizeable minority of about 20% of
youth are strong dissidents with an anti-establishment sentiment on almost
every social or political issue. Officials involved in policy debates should
expect that oppositional voices will not be silent and public actions
characterized by confrontation and anti-establishment sentiments will probably
occur. Policymakers may or may not respond to the sizeable minority views,

but the choice made should be based on careful calculation but not paranoia.

This study is decidedly a preliminary investigation of a very complex
problem, and only the socio-political attitudes of the younger population in
general rather than their political actions are investigated. Further study on the
“radical syndrome” and its determinants are perhaps called for before we could
fully understand the rising tide of youth activism in public affairs.
Nevertheless, the study has contributed by drawing a comprehensive picture of
the value dispositions of the younger population in general, and reflecting the
misinterpretation from common belief about youth. It also illustrates that a

minority of the younger population harbor much discontent towards the
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government and major policy decisions. In policy debates, public opinion will
be heavily influenced by existing perceptions among the younger generation
and policymakers are well advised to be aware of such perceptions. The
presence of discontents and radical dispositions, if not actual radical behavior,
would be an important parameter for policymakers to consider when riding over

major policy debates.
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I. Background of the Study

In the past two years, generational differences and conflicts have evoked
considerable interest from the mass media and the public. Most discussions of
the “generations thesis” have originated from a popular book entitled “Four
Generations of Hong Kong People” written by a professor of sociology in Hong
Kong (Lui, 2007).  Since then, various commentators have borrowed or
interpreted ideas from that book in an eclectic fashion to “explain” social issues
relating to the younger generation in Hong Kong. Especially when incidents
of social unrest visibly involve the younger generation, the mass media usually
cite anecdotal evidence to argue that “generational conflicts” are operative. In
that narrative, the beliefs and actions of the younger generation are interpreted
to be a consequence of frustration caused by the limited opportunity to move up
the social ladder or from having their upward social mobility blocked. The
bulk of anecdotal observations and interpretations have gradually crystallized
around the label of the “post-80s”. This term has swiftly spread into the public

consciousness through the reinforcement of the mass media.

The prevailing tendency to latch onto this view of the dissenting younger
generation as the “post-80s” striving for personal upward mobility is
understandable in terms of the appeal of simple causal explanations. The
interpretation and explanation of the recent social conflicts leading to waves of
political mobilization and mass demonstration are thus viewed through the lens
of a cohort perspective. On the other hand, the simplicity of the “generations
thesis” has the disadvantage of obscuring more significant “deep-rooted
contradictions” operating behind social conflicts. For example, the strong
advocacy of heritage conservation over urban development has been led by
young persons in their early 20s. Based on this fact, it is tempting at first

glance to regard the the so-called “post-80s Generation” as the “source” of
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conflict. However, if the issues are analyzed from a wider socio-political
context, other factors should be more relevant. Among possible sources of
influence, this study explores the conflict between materialist and
postmaterialist worldviews, instead of restricting analysis to presumed tensions
between “older” and “younger” generations. Seen in this light, the current
preoccupation with the “generations thesis” may result in overshadowing more
fundamental explanations in terms of “deep-rooted contradictions” in Hong

Kong.

To investigate the generations thesis and other possible sources of influence
on emergent social conflicts and tensions, this study seeks answers to four main
questions:

(1) Does the younger generation have unique socio-political orientations
vis-a-vis older cohorts? Are there any distinctive variations in the
values and orientation within this younger generation?

(2) How does the younger generation perceive its own position and
opportunities in the socio-economic system, and in particular the
chances for improving its social and economic status?

(3) Does the younger generation exhibit a distinctive set of postmaterialist
values?

(4) What are the socio-demographic and biographical factors that could
account for variations in socio-political orientations among the younger

generation?



I1. Approach and Methodology

This study uses a quantitative approach to gather the required information
on the young population of Hong Kong. The main age cohort under study
includes those born in the years between 1980 and 1995, that is, those aged
15-29 as of the year 2010, but those born in the 1970s are also included as a
reference group to compare with the so-called “post-80s” group. This study
should be considered exploratory in nature because of the tentative nature of
many of the research questions and tools, and the limitations of relying on the
telephone survey method. It will, we hope, pave the way for a more
comprehensive study of the issue of generational differences and how they are

related to social actions in Hong Kong.

One major focus of our research is on the variations among the younger
generation (i.e. those born between 1980 and 1995) in their social attitudes,
beliefs, postmaterialist values, orientations and behaviors. The target age
cohorts under study include not only the post-80s, but also those born in the
1970s in order to capture the characteristics of those who are still regarded as
“young” but not “green” in terms of social exposure and working experience.
It is also used as a control group or “baseline” to establish what characteristics,

if any, are distinctive to the post-80s group.

Relevant information and data reported in this study come from two main
sources. First, we undertook a secondary analysis of data from existing
surveys to help unveil the characteristics of the post-80s generation and those
born before then. The results are intended to lay the groundwork for
preliminary answers to the relevant questions, and in particular to establish
whether there are differences within and among various cohorts. Second, a

telephone survey has been conducted to collect data pertaining to general social
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attitudes, beliefs, values, orientations and behaviors among Hong Kong citizens
born in 1970 and afterwards. Attitudes towards the recent social events

involving the so-called “post-80s” generation will also be surveyed.

In this final report, we first present our secondary analysis based on existing
survey data from various local studies to illustrate the social attitudes among the
post-80s generation and those born before then. We then report and discuss
the findings from our telephone survey on “Social Attitudes of the Youth

Population in Hong Kong.”

The part on secondary data analysis helps provides a rough overall account
of the nature of youth attitudes in different periods of time in recent years. For
such secondary analysis, we have gone beyond simply re-interpreting already
published findings. The Principal Investigator has access to three recent
survey datasets, thus enabling a re-analysis of these datasets in relationship to
youth attitudes. Readers are reminded that these secondary datasets have their
limitations arising from the lack of common themes, or identical sampling
frames, and were conducted at different times. In order to conduct re-analysis
as rigorously and comparable as possible, our strategy is to include and group
respondents born in 3 different decades, i.e. the post-70s born during the 1970s,
the post-80s (born during the 1980s), and the post-90s, in each available dataset.
The re-analysis is intended to produce some basic understandings of the
younger generations (the post-80s and post-90s) and also an overview of some
of the value differences between the younger generation and those born earlier.
The three recent surveys that have been re-analyzed include a face-to-face
guestionnaire survey conducted in Tin Shui Wai and Sham Shui Po districts in
2008, and two telephone surveys on attitudes towards constitutional reform
conducted from December 2009 to February 2010. In the re-analysis, we have

compared across cohorts their (1) political orientations, (2) social perceptions
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and values, (3) identity, and (4) life satisfaction.



I11. Findings from Secondary Data analysis

3.1 Political Orientations: Before and After the Legislative Council Passed the
High Speed Rail Budget

The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies conducted two telephone
surveys on the 2012 constitutional reform. The first survey was done between
22 to 30 December 2009 (December-survey), and the second from 28 January to
4 February 2010 (January-survey). The target respondents in both surveys
were Hong Kong citizens aged 18 and older. The sample size was 1,007 in the

first survey and 1,008 in the second.

The results of the surveys, shown in Figure 3.1, do not indicate the
post-80s respondents to be the most radical and resistant to the government’s
proposed 2012 constitutional reform package. In the December-survey, the
post-80s were even the most supportive (55.1%) among all cohorts. The
post-70s in the December-survey were the most unsupportive, showing only
46% support and 38% not support. In the January survey, after the mass
demonstrations opposing the high speed rail budget in January 2010, however,
the post-80s stand out to be the most unsupportive of the constitutional reform
package (35%). On the other hand, 53% of the post-80s still supported the
constitutional reform package, two percentage points less than in the
December-survey but still the second highest level of support among all cohorts.

The least supportive were the pre-60s (45.6%).



Figure 3.1 Do respondents support LegCo Councillors to pass the 2012 Constitutional
Reform Bill?

Support LegCo Councillors to Pass 2012 Constitutional Reform Bill

60.0% 55.1% Support / Strongly support

Survey 1

50.0% 53.3%

Post- 45;/* Survey 2
40.0% A O
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(p <0.001)

B60s
300% | 33.8%
- -
200% - o D '
- e A -
L =

. on't know
10.0%
0.0% & L L .

Post-80s Post-7T0s Post-60s Pre-60s

The League of Social Democrats (LSD) is said to be popular among the
post-80s generation in Hong Kong. One indirect indicator of support for the
LSD is whether or not respondents supported the resignation of the legislators
from the Civic Party and LSD to force a de facto referendum on universal
suffrage. Figure 3.2 below shows that post-80s were the most likely among all
cohorts to approve resignation and By-election. However, it should also be
noted that more than 50% of post-80s in both surveys did not support the
resignation and By-election. Nevertheless, as Table 3.3 shows, the post-80s
were significantly more likely than other cohorts to report they planned to vote

in the By-election.



Figure 3.2 Do respondents support the resignation of the 5 legislators from Civic Party
and League of Social Democrats and their running for re-election in a

By-election to force a de facto referendum on universal suffrage?

Support 5 legislators from Civic Party and LSD to resign and run by-electionin 5
geographical constituencies to force a a de facto referendum on universal suffrage
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Table 3.3 Would respondent vote in By-election (January-survey only)?

Post-80s Post-70s  Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %

No 23.7 37.5 43.5 44.2
Yes 63.3 40.5 425 40.4
Not yet 11.5 17.3 11.3 12.5
decided
Depends 1.4 4.8 2.7 2.8

Total 99.9 100.1 100.0 99.9

p <0.001

Table 3.4 illustrates more directly that the post-80s were not necessarily
most supportive of the LSD or the Civic Party since a higher percentage of the
post-70s (39.4%) than post-80s (37.4%) reported they would vote for the Civic
Party/LSD.



Table 3.4 If they vote, would respondents vote for candidates from Civic Party or LSD?

Post-80s Post-70s  Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %
No 20.6 18.3 24.8 29.3
Yes 37.4 39.4 36.2 35.6
Not yet decided /
42.1 42.3 39.0 35.1
Depends

Total 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0

p>0.05

Table 3.5 Political party most supported in January-survey and change from the.

December-survey

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

% % % %

Democratic Party (DP) 131 14.7 11.0 10.6
(Change from December-survey) -4.3 7.5 -2.8 -5.2
Civic Party (CP) 6.8 7.3 7.2 7.6

(Change) -1.6 -4.3 -3.8 1.2
League of Social Democrats 11.0 34 3.8 1.6
(LSD)

(Change) 2 -2.7 1 0.8
Democratic Alliance for the 5.8 11.3 10.5 155
Betterment and Progress of Hong
Kong (DAB) / Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Unions
(FTU)

(Change) -2.7 6.3 -3.8 -2.5
Pan-democrats 9.9 10.2 6.2 6.3

(Change) -1.1 -8.2 -2.8 -1.5
Liberal Party (LP) / 2.6 3.4 2.9 3.8
Pro-establishment

(Change) 0 1.2 0.5 2.4
Independent / Neutral 50.8 49.7 58.4 54.6

(Change) 7.6 0.3 11.7 4.8

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




Table 3.5 reports the percentages of respondents’ most supporting party in
the January-survey, and also the change from the December-survey. Slightly
more of the post-80s (13.1%) supported the Democratic Party than the LSD
(11.0%) in the January survey. This pattern is also found among the post-70s
and post-60s but with a significantly wider gap between support for the DP
versus the LSD. However, the mass demonstrations over the high speed rail
budget in January 2010 could have impacted on the political orientation of the
post-80s. In the January-survey, the post-80s reported the largest drop in
support to the Democratic Party among all political parties. On the other hand,
the LSD had captured more support from the post-80s, and it was the only party
to receive increased support from this cohort. Apart from the pre-60s who
supported most the DAB/FTU, the DP was most popular in 3 cohorts born after
the 1960s.

Comparing these two surveys with our latest conducted in May to June
2010 (May-survey) shows that political party identification has become more
attenuated. While about 50% of respondents in the January and December
surveys preferred a neutral or independent political affiliation, this proportion
rose to about 70% in the May-survey. The sharp increase in the proportion
adopting a “neutral” position means all political parties have been losing
support.  One explanation could be that during the period when the
May-survey was conducted, the situation regarding the 2012 constitutional
reform of Hong Kong changed dramatically. The acrimonious arguments and
irresolvable conflicts that surfaced within the pan-democratic political camp

could have weakened support from the public.

How radical was the post-80s cohort in response to the high speed rail

budget? Table 3.6 illustrates their attitudes were significantly different from
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the other 3 cohorts. A majority of the post-80s were against the high speed rail
budget while a majority of the other 3 cohorts supported it. Over time, the
sentiment of against the high speed rail diminishes. The proportion of the
post-70s against the high speed rail drops from 40% (January 2010) to 31.6%
(May 2010), and for the post-80s from 53% to 44.4%. As this happened, the
proportions from both these cohorts who support the high speed rail increased
after February 2010. This suggests that anti-establishment sentiment can

sometimes fluctuate.

Table 3.6 Did respondents support LegCo’s approval of the budget for
the high speed rail (January-survey)

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %

Don’t support / 53.0 40.0 34.4 24.0
Strongly don’t
support
Support / Strongly 42.0 57.4 59.6 63.4
support
Don’t know 5.0 2.6 6.0 12.6

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
p <0.001

This difference in attitudes towards the high speed rail budget was not
reproduced, however, in answers to a question asking respondents for their
evaluation of the functional constituencies in the Legislature Council. Table
3.7 shows that after LegCo approved the high speed rail budget, negative
evaluation towards functional constituencies prevailed over positive evaluation
in the 3 cohorts born after the 1960s. Although the pre-60s cohort was not as
negatively inclined, some in this group nevertheless did express a worsening
evaluation, as found among the other 3 cohorts, towards functional
constituencies after LegCo approved the high speed rail budget. Like the case

of the anti-high speed rail sentiment, the negative evaluation of functional
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constituencies drops slightly over time. In the May-survey, about 44% of the
post-70s and 54% of the post-80s cohorts evaluated functional constituencies

poorly.

Table 3.7 Evaluation of functional constituencies after LegCo approved the high speed
rail budget (January-survey)

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %

Worsens 25.3 22.0 20.2 16.2
Remains poor 32.3 28.3 25.7 13.6
Becomes better 4.5 6.8 6.9 7.6
Remains good 111 12.0 11.9 16.7
No definite ideas 24.2 27.7 32.6 30.6
Don’t know 2.5 3.1 2.8 15.4

Total 99.9 99.9 100.1 100.1

p < 0.001

3.2 A Study of Public Housing Residents from Tin Shui Wai and Sham Shui Po:

Two Lower Socio-Economic Status Communities

3.2.1 Political Orientations

In July 2008, the Central Policy Unit commissioned a community research
project to the Principal Investigator. The project included a household
questionnaire survey in Tin Shui Wai (TSW) and Sham Shui Po (SSP) districts.
These two districts recorded the lowest median household income in Hong
Kong, and hence were regarded as the lowest socio-economic status (SES).
The survey was administered between July and September, 2008, using a
face-to-face interview format. A total of 653 public housing residents aged 18

to 60 (316 in TSW and 337 in SSP.) were successfully interviewed in the survey.
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Tables 3.8 to 3.10 present findings from the survey regarding the political
orientation and actions of the respondents. Some 75% of all cohorts in TSW
and SSP were not interested or not very interested in politics. However, the,
pre-60s cohort was slightly more interested in politics (28.3%) than the other
cohorts, followed by the post-80s (25.6%). However, the difference across
cohorts was not statistically significant. To tap their political activism, we
asked how often they had engaged in two common political activities: signing
petitions, and joining a demonstration or sit-in strike. Signing petitions
demands minimal involvement of participants, especially when organized on the
community level. As shown in Table 3.9, the younger cohorts were less active
than their older counterpart in signing petitions. More than 60% of post-70s
and post-80s did not sign any in the previous year, while more than 20% of
pre-70s did sign. The difference between younger and older cohorts in this
regard was found to be statistically significant. Joining a demonstration or
sit-in strike would require more time and cost. Not surprisingly, this type of
political participation was unpopular among all cohorts; over 90% in each
cohort did not join any demonstration or sit-in protest in the previous year. In
brief, coming from less well-off communities is not necessarily highly

correlated with activism in political attitudes and participation.

Table 3.8 Are respondents interested in politics?

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

% % % %
Not interested / 74.4 79.5 77.4 71.7
Not at all interested
Interested / 25.6 20.5 22.6 28.3

Very Interested

Total 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0

p>0.05
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Table 3.9 How often in the past year did respondents engage in signing petitions?

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

% % % %
None 60.9 69.5 56.7 58.7
Seldom 24.8 14.4 17.1 11.7
Occasionally 12.0 14.4 22.1 25.1
Frequently 2.3 1.7 4.1 4.5

Total 100.1% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

p<0.01

Table 3.10 How often in the past year did respondents join in demonstration / sit-in protests?

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %
None 96.2 95.8 96.3 93.9
Seldom 3.0 34 1.4 2.2
Occasionally 0.8 0.8 1.8 3.9
Frequently 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0
Total 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0

p >0.05

3.2.2 Social Perceptions and Values

The 2008 community survey also investigated respondents’ social
perceptions and values. Table 3.11 lists their evaluation of 12 items, in the
form of statements, with ratings on a 5-point scale (1=strongly disagree,
5=strongly agree). The first two items reflect their perception of the role of
government, followed by 4 items concerned with social values and the
remaining 6 with their personal conditions. Higher scores indicate agreeing
more to the statements. Except for the last 2 items on personal conditions, all
differences in mean scores across cohorts are found to be statistically

significant.
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With respect to the first two statements, the post-80s were more skeptical
than the other cohorts of the government’s role in catering for the needs of
citizens (3.66) and the appropriateness of the government’s decisions made (2.5).
Their evaluation of the latter statement indicates they hold a relatively more

negative perception of government decisions.

With respect to the social values, compared to older generations, the
post-80s consistently demonstrated more progressive attitudes towards social
values. On one hand, the post-80s were quite similar to the post-60s and
post-70s in terms of level of agreement with the statement about working hard
bringing success. On the other hand, they had lower percentages agreeing with
statements about the existence of equality of opportunity, about social security
acting as a disincentive to work, and about poverty being caused by personal

factors.

Regarding responses to statements about their personal situations, the
orientations of the post-80s were in sharp contrast with those of the pre-60s.
The former had higher mean scores than the latter in terms of desirability of
empowering oneself to meet economic challenges and planning for the future,
and were also less likely to expect a declining living standard or to feel they
would be unjustly rewarded for their effort. The pre-60s by contrast were
generally more pessimistic about their living standard in future, perhaps because
their believed they were less able to adapt to the challenges of economic
restructuring and to plan accordingly for the future. This contrast between
younger and older cohorts suggests that despite coming from less well-off
communities, the post-80s cohort hasn’t given up hope of improving their

situation and material conditions.
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Table 3.11 Mean scores on measures of social perceptions and values
(1=strongly disagree, 5=strongly agree)

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

1. Government should pay more attention to the
needs of my social class *
2. Government always makes the right decisions*  2.50 2.83 2.76 2.74

3.66 3.80 3.88 3.86

3. Hardworking brings success in HK * 3.57 3.52 3.54 3.32
4. There are equal opportunities in Hong Kong for ~ 3.40 3.64 3.58 3.56
people whatever their social origins

5. Social security induces laziness * 3.10 3.35 3.37 3.46

6. Poverty is due to personal factors ** 3.02 3.23 3.35 3.33

7. Empower oneself to meet the challenge of 4.06 3.89 3.89 3.80
economic restructuring **

. I have my own plan for the future *** 3.70 3.34 3.28 3.03

9. My living standard will worsen *** 2.96 3.57 3.61 3.64

10. 1do not get the rewards | deserve * 2.82 2.93 2.98 3.13

11. One should be prepared to change job in HK 3.70 3.62 3.77 3.71

12. Our generation has more opportunities than our 3.68 3.7 3.73 3.63

parents

*** ) < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05

3.2.3 Identity and Sense of Belonging

The variation in self-perceived identity among cohorts, shown in Table
3.12, might be considered counter-intuitive. A plurality of the post-80s
identified themselves as Hong Kongers, yet a slightly higher proportion of the
pre-60s also opted for this identity. Consequently, these two cohorts were less

likely than the post-60s and post-70s cohorts to identify themselves as Chinese.
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Table 3.12 Respondents’ self-identity

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s  Pre-60s

% % % %
Hong Konger 42.3 34.5 37.1 43.6
Chinese 37.7 46.6 51.0 41.3
Both 20.0 18.1 114 15.1
Neither one 0.0 0.9 0.5 0.0

Total 100.0 100.1 100.0 100.0

p>0.05

A related finding concerns the strength of the sense of belonging to Hong
Kong. The relevant question asked respondents to rate their sense of
belonging on a 5-point scale with 1 being very little sense of belonging and 5 a
very strong sense of belonging. The pre-60s had the highest mean score (3.70)

while the post-80s cohort had the lowest mean score (3.39).

Table 3.13 Mean score on sense of belonging to Hong Kong

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

Mean score 3.39 3.46 3.56 3.7
(1=very little, 5=very much)

3.2.4 Life Satisfaction

In addition to social perceptions and value orientations, the community
survey also assessed satisfaction of respondents in various life domains, which
Is the core subject in social indicators research. Respondents were asked to
evaluate their satisfaction with 5 conditions on the community level, 6 personal

life domains and 1 overall life satisfaction.

Table 3.14 presents findings with regard to satisfaction with community

living conditions, with higher mean scores indicating a higher level of
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satisfaction.  Variations among cohorts were found to be statistically
significant for only one item, the evaluation of employment opportunities in
community. The pre-60s and post-60s cohorts had the lowest mean scores
while the post-80s cohort had the second highest mean score, following the
post-70s cohort. It is also worth noting that mean scores for satisfaction with
employment in community were the lowest across the five community living

conditions.

Table 3.14 Satisfaction with community living conditions

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s Pre-60s

Employment opportunities in 2.74 2.87 241 2.39
community ***

Community law & order 3.41 3.44 35 3.56
Community transportation 3.24 3.3 3.14 3.27
Community living environment 3.55 3.61 3.62 3.6
Education in community 3.34 3.45 3.39 3.22
*** n < 0.001

Mean scores on 5-point scale, 1=very dissatisfied, 5=very satisfied

Higher score, more satisfied

Table 3.15 compares satisfaction with life domains and overall life
satisfaction across cohorts.  Differences among cohorts in overall life
satisfaction, and five out of six life domains were found to be statistically
significant. All cohorts were moderately satisfied with family life, health,
education attainment, leisure and entertainment. The younger generations
were moderately satisfied with their financial situation, but the older ones were
dissatisfied. By cohorts, the post-80s were the relatively most satisfied
generation (except for the domain of work), while the post-60s (but not the
oldest generation) were least satisfied. The pattern is also repeated for overall
life satisfaction, with the post-80s scoring highest and post-60s scoring the

lowest.
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Table 3.15 Satisfaction with life domains and overall life satisfaction

Post-80s Post-70s Post-60s  Pre-60s

Family life * 3.79 3.6 3.58 3.61
Health condition * 3.61 3.61 3.49 3.39
Education attainment *** 3.42 3.05 2.9 3.08
Leisure and entertainment *** 3.37 3.2 3.00 3.18
Financial situation ** 3.15 3.11 2.84 2.94
Work 3.44 3.49 3.24 3.31
Overall life satisfaction ** 3.65 3.46 3.33 3.36

***p<0.001, **p<0.01,*p<0.05
Mean scores on 5-point scale, 1=very dissatisfied, 5=very satisfied

Higher score, more satisfied

3.3 Discussion

Are the post-80s more radical and discontented as anecdotal evidence
suggests? Based on statistical analysis of existing datasets, we find the

evidence to support this anecdotal generalization to be mixed.

Although the samples we used in data analysis may not be representative
enough to generalize to the youth population of Hong Kong, we believe our
findings nevertheless provide solid enough evidence relevant to serious
discussion about the orientations and behavior of the post-80s cohort as well as
having policy implications. We summarize the social attitudes of youth,

especially the post-80s cohort as follows:

e less supportive of high speed rail budget
e more negative views of functional constituencies
e more inclined to support the demand for a timetable or roadmap for universal

suffrage
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e more supportive of resignation of Civic Party and LSD legislators and the
By-election, but NOT more inclined to recast their vote for candidates from
these two parties

e identify more with LSD than the other cohorts, but are still more supportive
of DP than LSD

e appear to be susceptible to issue-based mobilization based on “post-80”
identities

e not more radical than the post-70s in disapproval of the 2012 constitutional
reform bill

e not more skeptical than other cohorts with regard to progress in
democratization under the 2012 constitutional reform

e more positive with regard to living standards

e more positive in believing hardworking will bring success

e more positive in planning for their own future

e more positive in accommodating economic restructuring

e more identified with Hong Kong

e lowest degree of sense of belonging to Hong Kong

e more satisfied than other cohorts with life in almost all domains

These results suggest that while there are some signs that the younger
generation is more critical of the government and political establishment, this
negative orientation is not fixed but is significantly influenced by political
events and mobilization. The surge of negative perceptions among the
younger cohort towards the political reform package after the anti-high speed
rail movement is a clear illustration of this point. Furthermore, the negative
sentiments among the younger cohorts, to the extent they exist, are not related
to a more negative evaluation of their personal situations. Even though young
people tend to be more critical of the government, they are in general more

positive when it comes to evaluating their own situations.
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The implications of these findings are twofold. First, how political or
social movement mobilizations affect young peoples’ political orientations and
behavioral propensities is worth further exploration. Second, we should
further examine the correlation, if any, between young people’s personal and
socioeconomic conditions and their social and political orientations. We need
to discover, for example, whether there are any material conditions
characteristic of this group of young people that are related to holding negative

orientations to the society and government.
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V. Other Relevant Local Studies

4.1 Protest and Post-80s Youth

Prof. Michael DeGolyer of Baptist University and the Director of Hong
Kong Transition Project has published a report entitled Protest and post-80s
Youth in Febraury 2010 (available for download at
http://www.hktp.org/list/protest_and_post_80s_youths.pdf). The report draws
on evidence from the author’s two telephone surveys conducted in October
2009 and January 2010. The first survey interviewed 841 voters and
non-voters, and the second 1,500 registered voters. Readers should note that
the two surveys did not adopt equivalent sampling frames. Although direct
comparison with our analysis in previous paragraphs is not possible, we would
like to highlight some of Prof. DeGolyer’s findings from his report for further
evidence and insight relevant to the focus of our research. The following
statistics are extracted from the report, and mainly refer to the second survey

done in January 2010 unless otherwise stated.

Table 4.1 Post-80s are NOT more dissatisfied with Government

Chart/Table 18 Satisfaction with performance of the Hong Kong Government by Age Groups,
among those Registered to Vote (Oct 2009)

18-19 20-29 30-39 50-59 60-69 70-85

Very dissatisfied | 0 8 13 17 21 15 14 15
Dissatisfied 28 43 54 44 42 30 38 41
Satisfied 72 48 32 39 34 54 49 42
Very satisfied 0 1 0 0 4 1 9 2
total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 4701  wath 18 df p=0.0002

Chart/Table 20 Satisfaction with performance of Hong Kong Government by Age Groups (Jan 2010)

18-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-85 total
Very dissatisfied | 23 16 13 14 14 18 10 14

Dissatisfied 29 42 47 42 39 33 29 40
Satisfied 48 40 39 44 45 46 52 44
Very satisfied 0 2 1 - 2 3 10 2
total _ 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 5143 with 18 df p<0.0001
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Table 4.2 Post-80s perceive Government policies more negatively

Chart/Table 50 Do you think the government currently makes policies in general fairly,

helping or hurting all parties equally, or unfairly, favoring the interests of some over others?
(Oct 2009)

total
Very fairly 1 1 2 1
Somewhat fairly 24 28 32 28
Unfairly 61 48 42 49
Very unfairly 11 16 13 15
Don't Know 3 6 10 6
total 100 100 100 100
‘table contents: Percent of Column Total
Chi-square = 19.64 with 8 df p=0.0118

Table 4.3 Post-80s perceive more positively to change Government policies by

Hong Kong People

Chart/Table 53 If many Hong Kong people disagree with certain policies of the Hong Kong
Government, do you think they would change or modify those policies?
18-29 30-59 00-85 total

Yes 24 15 8 15
Maybe 24 27 25 26
Hard to say 26 24 34 26
Maybe not 6 5 5 5
No 20 26 24 25
Don’t Know 1 3 5 3
total 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 2454 wath 10 df p=0.0063

Table 4.4 Post-80s are more receptive to gradual constitutional reform

Chart/Table 57 How strongly would you agree or disagree with the following statements for and
against reform: Gradual reform is better than no progress at all
18-29 30-59 60-85 total

Strongly agree 22 22 30 23
Agree 58 55 45 53
Neutral /DK 13 12 11 12
Disagree k3 9 11 8
Strongly Disagree 3 4 3 3
total 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 2037 with 8 df p=0.0090
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Table 4.5 Post-80s are more skeptical of Government consultation

Chart/Table 60 How strongly would you agree or disagree with the following statements for and
against reform: Government always holds fake consultations, so pan-democrats must reject the

government plan

Strongly agree 12 11 12 12
Agree 38 33 28 33
Neutral/DK 23 19 20 20
Disagree 25 31 31 30
Strongly Disagree 2 5 9 5
total _ 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 1983 with 8 df p=00110

Table 4.6 Post-80s are more inclined to support full direct elections in 2012

Chart/Table 88 In your view, what should your Legco member’s top priority be: Passing

reforms...

60-85 total
of any kind possible 16 15 12 15
widening right to vote in FCs 7 9 9 9
reducing # of FCs 18 18 13 17
for full direct elections in 2012 36 33 27 32
approved by Beijing 11 8 19 11
NO reforms 4 4 3 4
Don’t Know 9 13 17 13
total 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total
Chi-square = 42.09 with 12 df p<0.0001

Table 4.7 Post-80s are more supportive of having Legislators resign to force a referendum

Chart/Table 61 How strongly would you agree or disagree with the following statements for and
against reform: Pan-democrats should have one member resign from each Legco district to force a
referendum vote

60-85 total

Strongly agree 9 6 7 6
Agree 25 19 18 20
Neutral /DK 22 17 17 18
Disagree 37 44 38 41
Strongly Disagree 8 15 20 15
total 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 2693  with 8 df p=0.0007
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Table 4.8 Post-80s are slightly more supportive of radical democrats

Chart/Table 80 Of the 5 biggest political parties in Legco (DAB, DP, LSD, LP and Civic Party),

which party, if any, do you feel represents or protects your interests best? (Jan 2010)
18-29 30-59 60-85 total

DAB 9 15 24 16
Democratic Party 13 13 9 12
League of Social Democrats 10 4 3 4
Liberal Party 6 3 4 4
Civic Party 10 14 7 12
All of them 3 4 3 4
None of them 42 38 36 38
Don’t Know 7 10 15 11
total 100 100 100 100
table contents: Percent of Column Total

Chi-square = 6719 with 14 df p<0.0001

4.2 Japanese Youth - in Comparison with the Youth of the World

The Cabinet Office of the Government of Japan has been regularly
conducting surveys on youth to compare with the World Youth Survey project.
The latest survey was conducted from February to June 2003. A report entitled
The Japanese Youth - in Comparison with the Youth of the World: A Summary
Report of the Seventh World Youth Survey, 2003 was published in January 2004
and is available for download at :

http://www8.cao.go.jp/youth/english/worldyouth7-e/ntml/mokuji-e.html
The 7th World Youth Survey involved 5 countries, and in each country

1,000 youth aged 18 to 24 were interviewed. The following two Figures have

been extracted from the above cited website.
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Figure 4.9 Youth Interest in Politics (Country Comparison)
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Figure 4.10 Youth Satisfaction with Society (Country Comparison)
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4.3 Local Surveys to Compare with the World Youth Survey

The Youth Research Centre of the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
conducted two telephone surveys for comparative analysis with the 7th World
Youth Survey, one on 2 to 7 December 2004, and the other on 17 to 28 January
2005. The first survey interviewed 452 youth aged from 18 to 24, and the
second 462 youth. The formal report has not yet published but the Youth
Research Centre has released some statistics reported in the local newspaper,

Ming Pao, on 18 March 2010 as follows:

Table 4.11 Something To Be Proud of About Your Country
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Table 4.12 How many times have you changed your job?

AN

EE @ mm %@ R0 a =

MAMBIBT 564% 318% 273% 403% 54.2% 31.4%
128 231% 186% 23.1% 20.0% 20.8% 17.6%

28 86% 147% 21.7% 182% 12.4% 23.5%
3K 41% 140% 96%  98% 5.7% 10.9%
4RFAE 46%  190% 124% 104% 4.1% 14.3%
0 F0/EEER 32% 19% 60% 1.3% 2.7% 2.2%

5 BURSAIEAIE ML RITOER  SEEH LS THETER 100%

Table 4.13 Are you satisfied with your work life?
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The above studies on world youth offer comparative analysis across
countries. However, the World Youth Survey only interviewed youth in the
18-24 age range.  Without cross-cohort comparisons, we did not know how
unique those youth are relative to the whole population. On the other hand, the
secondary analysis on our earlier surveys (discussed in previous chapter) finds
differences among generations. The objectives and target populations of those
surveys do not deal specifically with youth attitudes. As a result, it was

considered necessary to conduct a telephone survey to focus specifically on
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exploring the social attitudes of youth in Hong Kong today and to make
comparison across generations. In the following chapters, we present a
statistical analysis of findings from our telephone survey and discuss the

relevant implications of these findings.
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V. Telephone Survey on Social Attitudes of the Youth Population
in Hong Kong Conducted in May-June 2010

5.1 Telephone Survey Administration

The telephone survey was conducted from 24 May to 25 June 2010 by the
Telephone Laboratory of the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies at The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. The Telephone Laboratory has ample
experience since 1980s in administering questionnaire surveys, through both
face-to-face interview format and by telephone, for social and policy research.
The target respondents of the present study were Hong Kong youth born during
the years 1980 to 1995. In addition, those born in the 1970s were also
surveyed as a reference group to compare and contrast with the younger sample.
Thus, the target population included those aged between 15 and 40. A total of
2,003 respondents who completed the survey were drawn from that target
population. The procedures to select this sample followed a strict probability
sampling method and also, as is common practice for other telephone surveys,:
only landline household telephone numbers were generated by computer and
then calls were made by interviewers. If a household contacted had more than
one eligible respondent, a random process was used to select only one
respondent from that household. If the chosen individual was not at home or
not free to answer, follow-up calls were made. With random selection, we try
to reduce systematic sampling error as much as possible. The response rate for
the telephone survey was 72.1%, which was calculated from all telephone calls
with known eligible respondent(s) present in the households. Telephone
numbers without an eligible respondent (i.e. no household member aged

between 15 and 40) were not included in calculating the response rate.

Telephone surveys enable the reaching of a large umber of respondents in a
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relatively much shorter period of time than face-to-face interviews. For our
survey, we managed to complete telephone interviews with about 2,000
respondents in only a month’s time, which would have not been achievable by
using the face-to-face interview method. A major limitation of telephone
surveys, however, is the shorter attention span of respondents. As a result, the
number of questions we could include in our survey was much fewer than the
number that could be used in a typical face-to-face survey.  According to the
experience of the Telephone Laboratory, the maximum number of questions that
should be asked on the telephone is 40 since respondents are likely to hang up
once this threshold is reach so that the interview would be incomplete. The
questions we asked in the study cover basic demographics, social values,
political orientations, affiliation and participations, acquisition of political
information, life satisfaction, personal development, and postmaterialist values
orientation. Although we wanted to ask many questions, we had to limit
ourselves to relatively few for each aspect of youth attitudes. After
consultation with Prof. M. K. Lee of the CPU, a pilot study was conducted in
mid-May 2010 using a draft questionnaire. Results of the pilot survey
provided useful feedback on the workability of individual questions as well as
the length of time required to complete the questionnaire. Following further
valuable inputs from Prof. M .K. Lee, the questionnaire was finalized and the
telephone survey went into full swing from 24 May 2010. The final version of
the questionnaire is found in Appendix 1. Statistical findings from the survey

are reported in the rest of this chapter.

5.2 Demographic Characteristics

Of the total of 2,003 respondents who completed the survey, 1,108 (55.3%)
are female and 895 (44.7%) male. By generational distribution, 552 (27.6%)
are post-90s, 667 (33.3%) post-80s, and 784 (39.1%) post-70s. By educational
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attainment, 12.6% are junior secondary or below, 46.4% senior secondary, and
41.0% tertiary education or above. A majority of the respondents (73.2%)
were born in Hong Kong.  Of those not born in Hong Kong, 12.7% have lived
here less than 7 years, 38.2% between 7 and 15 years, and the remaining 49.1%
15 years or more. Only 12.9% of respondents have experience of living,
education, or working overseas. The median household monthly income
category is $10,000-$29,999. Classified by economic activity status, 55.8%
are economically active, 34.5% students, and 9.6% economically inactive.
Table 5.1 presents the basic demographic characteristics for the sample as a

whole and by generation.

The demographic characteristics of the three generations differ to some
extent. However, many of the differences can be regarded as the product of
the age effect, e.g. more post-90s than post-70s are students. On the other
hand, some differences may have further sociological implications, e.g. the
finding that more post-90s than post-70s were born in Hong Kong, which may
have influence on local / national identity formation. Readers are reminded
that sheer differences in demographic characteristics per se cannot be used to

account for differences in social attitudes among generations.
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Table 5.1 Demographic Characteristics

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
Female 53.4% 52.8% 58.8% 55.3%
Male 46.6% 47.2% 41.2% 44.7%
Education
Junior secondary or below 15.9% 4.1% 17.4% 12.6%
Senior secondary 74.3% 32.0% 39.1% 46.4%
Tertiary education or above 9.8% 63.9% 43.5% 41.0%
Born in Hong Kong 78.4% 74.6% 68.2% 73.2%
Not born in Hong Kong 21.6% 25.4% 31.8% 26.9%
Lived in HK < 7 years 16.1% 8.9% 13.7% 12.7%
Lived in HK 7-15 years 64.4% 43.2% 22.5% 38.2%
Lived in HK 15 years or more 19.5% 48.1% 63.8% 49.1%
Overseas living experience 4.3% 13.7% 18.4% 12.9%
No overseas experience 95.7% 86.3% 81.6% 87.1%
Median monthly household $10,000 -  $10,000-  $30,000- | $10,000 -
income group 29,999 29,999 59,999 29,999
Economic Activity Status
Economically active 6.9% 67.9% 80.1% 55.8%
Students 92.8% 26.8% 0% 34.5%
Economically inactive 0.4% 5.2% 19.9% 9.6%
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5.3 Democratic Development and Environmental Conservation are Preferred

Given the limitation on the number of questions that could be asked, the
survey followed advice from Prof. M .K. Lee of CPU to measure respondents’
value orientations by asking them to chose between bi-polar positions on three
social conditions. The forced-choice options put to respondents concerned: (a)
democratic development over governance; (b) environmental conservation over
economic growth; and (c) a tax increase to support conservation. Similar
bi-polar orientations have been extensively examined in the theory of and
research on postmaterialism since 1970s. We will discuss postmaterialism in
more detail in the next chapter. Tables 5.2-5.4 show that a majority of
respondents adopt postmaterialist positions on democracy and environmental
conservation. Although generational differences were found to be statistically
significant, the magnitude of difference in percentage points is within
single-digit.  The support by a substantial majority for postmaterialist
orientations is common across generations. While we should not jump to the
conclusion that most Hong Kongers are postmaterialists, we could say on the
basis of the evidence that for many Hong Kong people democracy and

conservation are desirable value positions.

Table 5.2 Democratic Development is preferable to Government Efficiency
(TIPS TR R S5 SR ROE RIpd 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Agree / Strongly Agree 73.4 68.5 60.8 66.8
Disagree / Strongly disagree 23.2 23.7 27.6 25.1
Don’t know 3.4 7.8 11.6 8.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p < 0.001 (i.e. difference among generations is found statistically significant at probability
less than 0.001)
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Table 5.3 Environmental Conservation is preferable to Economic Growth

(<l R R S R B 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Agree / Strongly Agree 80.3 77.5 70.5 75.5
Disagree / Strongly disagree 17.9 18.4 21.9 19.7
Don’t know 1.8 4.0 7.5 4.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001

Table 5.4 Pay More Tax for Environmental Conservation

(PRI K () SBURL T o o (B 2R 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Agree / Strongly Agree 71.4 73.2 67.1 70.3
Disagree / Strongly disagree 26.3 23.2 27.0 25.6
Don’t know 2.4 3.6 5.9 4.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p<0.01

5.4 Civic Engagement and Seeking Political Information

Anti-establishment sentiment is more readily manifested in attitudes than
in actions of our respondents. Table 5.5 indicates that a majority of all
respondents (71.3%) have not joined any demonstration or rally since 1997, and
a mere 1.4% report having joined frequently. The participation pattern is very
similar across the three generations, although slightly higher percentages from
the post-70s group than others report having engaged in these civic acts

occasionally or frequently.

The low level of participation in demonstrations or rallies could reflect
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respondents’ lack of knowledge about or interest in these political activities.
To examine whether lack of knowledge was an important factor, we asked
respondents if they had been aware of demonstration or rallies to be organized.
Table 5.6 shows that a substantial majority of respondents (85.7%) are aware of
demonstrations or rallies to be organized. The generational difference is not
statistically significant, indicating that information seeking relating to civic

actions is common among all respondents irrespective of age.

Table 5.5 How often participating in Demonstrations or Rallies since 19977

(F1 1997 &[RRI e » 120 T B2 )13 - ;%bﬁ s SEEP )

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
% % % %

Never 79.3 68.7 67.9 71.3
Seldom 14.3 17.1 13.9 15.1
Occasionally 5.8 12.6 15.7 11.9
Frequently 0.4 1.5 2.0 14
Don’t know 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001

Table 5.6 Awareness of Demonstrations or Rallies to be Organized

S e R T R T S T R R ? )

Post-90s Post-80s  Post-70s All

% % % %

Aware 84.6 84.9 87.1 85.7
Unaware 154 15.1 12.9 14.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p > 0.05 (i.e. difference among generations is found to be statistically insignificant)

How do respondents learn about the holding of demonstrations and rallies?
As shown in Table 5.7, for all respondents, conventional mass media are still the
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major channels to receive information on civic actions to be organized, with
72.6% mentioning television programs (but not sure which kinds of programs,
perhaps news reports could be most significant) and newspapers (59.0%).
Television is also the most usual channel for the 3 generations while newspapers
ranks second for the post-70s and the post-80s, but only third for the post-90s
(and the gap is sizeable). Receiving information on civic actions through
Internet or mobile phone SMS is the second most common channel for the
post-90s, but ranks third for the post-80s and post-70s. The older generation
thus has a notably different pattern for using electronic communications than

younger ones.

Table 5.7 Channels for Learning About Demonstrations or Rallies to be Organized (multiple

responses allowed)
(532 Fo (R B 4 (510 9 60 O BRI 2 )

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
% % % %

TV 69.8 69.8 76.9 72.6
Newspapers 45.8 60.4 66.9 59.0
Electronic communications (e.g. 49.0 45.8 30.5 40.6
Internet or SMS)
Informed verbally by others 17.3 15.9 16.7 16.6
Radio 0.2 0.9 1.3 0.9
Banners or handbills 0.2 0.9 0.4 0.5
On street propaganda by political 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.2
parties
Magazines 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1
School / Teachers 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.1
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Table 5.8 provides further details, for those who report having used
electronic communications to receive information about demonstrations and
rallies, about their use of such communications. The most common means of
communication used is the Internet in general. A majority of all respondents
(57.3%) report receiving information via a specific website or online forum (no
follow up question was asked about which individual site or on-line forum was
used), Facebook ranks second (43.1%) and Email third (15.4%). Mobile
phone SMS is not a significant means for communicating political information
among our respondents. There are generational differences in the pattern of
internet usage. The post-90s use Facebook the most while the post-80s and the
post-70s prefer to use specific websites or online forum. Email is the third
most popular for the post-80s and the post-70s, but not for the post-90s.
Instead, the post-90s use blogs and instant messaging more than email. Email
seems to be a legacy service to the post-90s as the percentage of users is just
about one-third of that of the post-70s, or half of that of the post-80s. For the
post-90s, blogs and instant messaging are more frequently used channels to
obtain political information. The causes and consequences of these different

usage patterns are issues that should be tackled in future research.
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Table 5.8 How Users of Electronic Communications Learn about Demonstration or Rallies to
be Organized (multiple responses allowed)

(% 2 R S TROE E ST 9 0 I R 2) [ e A < g
RIS

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
% % % %

Specific website or online forum 54.1 61.4 55.8 57.3
Facebook 56.8 42.5 28.8 43.1
Email 8.3 14.3 24.5 15.4
Blogs 11.8 9.7 5.3 9.1
Instant Messaging 10.9 9.3 9.6 9.9
Mobile phone SMS 8.7 7.3 125 9.3
Others 0.9 1.2 0.0 0.7
Don’t know / forget 0.4 4.2 5.8 3.4

5.5 Voting Behavior in the Legislative Council By-election
Held on 16 May 2010

Relatively few respondents report having engaged in social actions since
1997. But to what extent did they vote in the Legislative Council (LegCo)
By-election held on 16 May 2010? First of all, as shown in Table 5.9, more
than a half of respondents (57.8%) report that they were registered to vote in the

By-election.
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Table 5.9 Distribution of Respondents by Whether Registered to Vote in By-election

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
% % % %
Registered to vote 23.0 66.0 75.4 57.8
Not registered to 77.0 34.0 24.6 42.2
vote
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
p <0.001

Among the registered voters in the sample, 31.6% voted in the LegCo
By-election held on 16 May 2010 as shown in Table 5.10. Interestingly, this
percentage is much higher than the official voter turnout rate of 17.1%. One
possible explanation for this discrepancy is the common tendency in survey
interviews for respondents to give socially desirable answers. With regard to
the generational comparison, the result here does not exactly match the intuitive
interpretation found in the mass media that the By-election was much more
appealing to the younger generation. Eligible voters of the post-90s cohort
were the least likely to vote (20.5%) in the By-election, with the percentage

voting only about half that of the post-80s voters (36.1%).

Table 5.10 Voted in LegCo By-election held on 16-5-2010? (Eligible voters only)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
\oted 20.5 36.1 30.7 31.6
Not voted 79.5 63.9 69.3 68.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p<0.01

Despite the difference in voter turnout rates among generations, their
choices are almost identical. A substantial majority from all generations
reported voting for candidates from the Civic Party or League of Social
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Democrats (LSD) as shown in Table 5.11. And the proportion casting empty
vote is almost the same across all generations. For those who did vote in the
By-election, why did they do so? Table 5.12 shows that percentages choosing
between two reasons for casting a vote in By-election are close: (1) 46% for
civic responsibility, and (2) 37.4% for supporting a simulated referendum. The
percentages of the post-80s and the post-70s choosing between the two reasons
were similar, with more choosing civic responsibility than a simulated
referendum. The post-90s cohort, however, displays a reverse pattern. More
than half of them (53.8%) cast a vote because of their support for the idea of a
simulated referendum promoted by the Civic Party and LSD. As discussed
before, the By-election was not particularly appealing to the post-90s eligible
voters. However, once they were mobilized, a majority of them were

motivated by the idea of the simulated referendum.

Table 5.11 Who They Cast Their Vote for in the LegCo By-election held on 16-5-2010 (only
those having voted in By-election)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %

Civic Party / LSD 73.1 715 7.7 74.7
Tertiary 2012 15.4 9.5 6.1 8.3
Others 3.8 11.4 8.9 9.6
Empty vote 1.7 7.6 7.3 7.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p > 0.05 (i.e. difference among generations is not statistically significant)
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Table 5.12 Reason for Casting a Vote in the LegCo By-election held on 16-5-2010
(only those having voted in By-election)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
% % % %

For civic responsibility 34.6 43.4 50.0 46.0
Support simulated 53.8 35.8 36.4 37.4
referendum
For both reasons 11.5 18.2 11.9 14.7
Other reason 0.0 2.5 1.7 1.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p > 0.05 (i.e. difference among generations is not statistically significant)

5.6 Life Satisfaction

The present survey has assessed satisfaction of respondents with selected
social conditions, which is the core subject in social indicators research. Given
the limitation to the length of a telephone survey, respondents were asked to
evaluate only three social conditions relevant to this study, plus the usual overall
measures of quality of life. Satisfaction was measured using a 5-point rating

scale: 1 is very dissatisfied, 3 the mid-point, and 5 very satisfied.

Table 5.13 shows respondents’ satisfaction with three life domains:
economic  development, environmental conservation, and political
development. The results indicate that our respondents as a whole are slightly
dissatisfied in the three life domains, as the mean scores are just under 3. All
generations have indicated dissatisfaction with the three life domains (except
for the post-90s). Although the differences among generations are statistically
significant, the magnitude of these differences is relatively small. The only
exception is the post-90s cohort with a mean satisfaction score of 3.17 for
economic development. It may be due to the fact that over 90% of the

post-90s are students so that economic pressure is not yet their major concern.

-42 -



Across all cohorts, respondents are relatively dissatisfied with the conditions of

environmental conservation and political development in Hong Kong.

Table 5.13 Satisfaction with Three Types of Social Conditions

Post-90s  Post-80s  Post-70s All
Economic development in HK *** 3.17 2.96 2.89 2.99
Environmental conservation in HK ** 2.65 2.63 2.78 2.70
Political development in HK *** 2.82 2.57 2.65 2.67

***n<0.001, **p<0.01
Mean scores on 5-point scale, 1=very dissatisfied, 5=very satisfied
Higher score, more satisfied

Table 5.14 reports findings with respect to assessment of overall quality of
life, measured using the same 5-point scale as described above. The mean
scores for the overall sample reflect the respondents’ generally positive
evaluation towards personal conditions. The post-90s are relatively more
satisfied with their overall life than the other two generations. Likewise, they
evaluate more positively their health and overall happiness than the other two
generations. Although these differences among generations are statistically
significant, they are not large. All generations are on average slightly satisfied
with their personal life, in contrast to their relatively negative evaluation of

broader social conditions shown in Table 5.13.

Table 5.14 Self-Assessment of Quality of Life

Post-90s  Post-80s  Post-70s All
Overall life satisfaction *** 3.36 3.21 3.25 3.27
Satisfaction with health 3.69 3.48 3.47 3.54
condition ***
Overall happiness *** 3.66 3.50 3.48 3.53
***n<0.001

Mean scores on 5-point scale:
1=very dissatisfied, 5=very satisfied => higher score, more satisfied; or

1=very unhappy, 5=very happy => higher score, happier
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5.7 ldentity and Political Trust

Respondents indicated they are relatively dissatisfied with broad social
conditions. Then, would this in turn weaken their national and Hong Kong
identity, and their political trust in the HKSAR government and Central
governments? Table 5.15 shows that a substantial majority of the youth
population identify themselves as Hong Kongers, but in fact the percentage who
so identify themselves is just over 80% across all generations. National
identification, which is measured by self-identification as Chinese, is high
(71.1%) for the sample overall but lower than the percentage identifying
themselves as Hong Kongers. There is a statistically significant difference
among generations. Less than 70% of the post-90s and the post-80s identify

themselves as Chinese, whereas close to 80% of the post-70s do so.

Comparatively speaking, a higher percentage of respondents have trust in
the Hong Kong SAR Government (57.7%) than in the Central Government
(44.6%), but the percentages are notably lower than those for the corresponding
Hong Kong / China identification. Trust in the Hong Kong SAR and Central
Governments also vary significantly among generations. The post-80s are the
most critical towards the establishment. They have the lowest percentages
trusting in the Hong Kong SAR Government (54.8%) and in the Central
Government (39.4%). The post-90s, on the other hand, have the highest
percentage (65.2%) trusting in the Hong Kong SAR Government. The
percentages trusting the Hong Kong and Central Governments are similar
among the post-70s, both over 50%.
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Table 5.15 Identity and Political Trust

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
% % % %
Indigenous identity: agree/strongly identified as Hong Konger
(?J[EJ/?%]’?J[ﬁJE’IE‘ LEHES) 81.9 82.6 81.0 81.8

National identity: agree/strongly identified as Chinese *
(I IR 1 UL ) 62.9 68.4 79.2 711

Trust/strongly trust HK SAR Government *
(R = Hf iR (= ) 65.2 54.8 55.1 57.7

Trust/strongly trust Central Government *
(5 E/:leﬁfj’ IFi (= IR ET) 42.2 394 50.5 44.6

*p<0.001

5.8 Attitudes Toward Education and Employment in the Mainland

Although respondents do not particularly favor national identity over local
identity or trust the Central Government, they are generally welcome
opportunities to study or work in the Mainland. Table 5.16 shows that almost
60% of respondents find it acceptable to pursue further study in the Mainland.
The percentage is similar across generations. Table 5.17 shows the a similar or
even slightly greater positive evaluation towards working in the Mainland.
About 60% of respondents would be willing to accept work in the Mainland,
and even slightly higher percentages are found among the post-90s (61.3%) and
post-80s (62.9%). However, the percentage of post-70s willing to accept a job
in China drops slightly to 57.6%. To summarize, our respondents, especially
the younger generations, are not, at least at an ideological level, that positive

towards establishing connections with the Mainland. But when it comes to
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personal life and development, the younger generations find it much more
acceptable to have connections with the Mainland, e.g. through further studies

and employment opportunities.

Table 5.16 Attitudes towards Pursuing Further Studies in the Mainland

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Accept / Strongly accept 56.1 59.4 58.8 58.2
Reject / Strongly reject 42.1 36.0 33.2 36.7
Indifferent 1.8 4.6 7.9 51
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001

Table 5.17 Attitudes towards Taking Up Employment in the Mainland

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Accept / Strongly accept 61.3 62.9 57.6 60.4
Reject / Strongly reject 34.7 31.3 37.0 34.4
Indifferent 4.0 5.8 54 5.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p > 0.05
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5.9 Block Upward Mobility as a Factor in Negative Sentiments among Youth?

Some recent observers of social unrest among youth suggest blocked
upward mobility could be one of the reasons for their negative sentiments. To
assess this possibility, we asked respondents three questions relating to their
opportunities for personal development in Hong Kong. Table 5.18 shows the
findings in response to the question about the amount of opportunity they
perceive to be available to their age cohort for personal development. About
50% of all respondents perceive moderate opportunities available to their age
cohort. However, the post-80s and post-90s are more discontented than the
post-70s with the opportunities available to their own age cohort. Over 30% of
younger generations perceive limited or no opportunity available for their
personal development compared with a smaller percentage of post-70s (27.6%)

who perceive none/limited opportunity.

Table 5.18 Perception of Opportunities Available to Same Age Cohort for Personal
Development in Hong Kong

(e BRIl 25 BARTIOCE i © o IR (Pl e f 2 24 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
None / Limited 35.5 33.6 27.6 31.8
Moderate 49.5 47.9 51.7 49.8
Many 15.0 18.5 20.7 18.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p < 0.001
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Table 5.19 Comparing with the present, will opportunities for personal development in Hong

Kong become better or worse in future?
(REBIT 58 BEESTNCA HE * o o R IRA S TR O AR (R

m~%@%’L%aW?>

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %

Worse than now 41.1 40.5 50.2 44 4
About the same 39.8 44.6 40.1 41.5
Better than now 19.2 14.9 9.7 14.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001

A second question asked respondents about their perception of
opportunities for personal development in future. As shown in Table 5.19,
across all generations, about 40% of respondents expect their future would be
the same as now. With respect to generational differences however, the
findings are counter-intuitive to anecdotal observations that younger generations
are supposedly more pessimistic about their future. In fact, the younger
generations are more optimistic about their future development than older ones.
About 40% of the post-90s and post-80s expect that their future would be worse
than now, while about 50% of the post-70s feel this way. On the other hand,
only 9.7% of the post-70s expect a better opportunity for personal development
in future, whereas about double the percentage (19.2%) of the post-90s and

14.9% of the post-80s expect better opportunities.
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Table 5.20 Generally speaking, are you satisfied with the opportunities for your own
development in Hong Kong?

CEPRPRR > i e R T S s e )

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All

% % % %
Dissatisfied / Very dissatisfied 24.8 28.2 22.1 24.9
Average 38.5 41.2 39.1 39.6
Satisfied / Very satisfied 36.7 30.6 38.8 35.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p < 0.001

A third question asked respondents how satisfied they are with
opportunities for their own development. Their overall assessment is shown in
Table 5.20. About a quarter of all respondents are dissatisfied with the
opportunities available for their own development. Satisfied respondents
(35.5%) are more than those dissatisfied (24.9%). Comparatively speaking,
the post-80s are the least satisfied generation. The post-90s and the post-70s

report about the same level of satisfaction.

The statistics do not offer sufficient evidence to confirm the claim that
blocked mobility pre-occupies youth perceptions. All that can be said is that
neither satisfaction nor optimism is the prevalent sentiment among all
generations. To verify the effect of blocked upward mobility on unrest youth,

a more focused investigation is necessary.
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V1. Correlates of Dissent Youth in Hong Kong

6.1 Social Attitudes of Dissent

One of the research objectives of the present study is to examine the
perceptions and attitudes of socially discontented youth. We have measured
the extent of their discontent by 5 social attitudes reflected in their responses to
the following questions: (1) whether or not they support the Legislative
Council’s (LegCo) approval for the High Speed Rail budget n January 2010; (2)
evaluation towards LegCo members of Functional Constituencies after LegCo
approved the High Speed Rail budget; (3) which side they support in various
incidents of conflicts between the HKSAR Government and concern groups on
conservation issues; (4) their evaluation of democratic progress in Hong Kong
since 1997; and (5) which political party in Hong Kong they most support.
Youth are considered to be anti-establishment or discontented if they do not
support LegCo’s approval of a budget for the High Speed Rail project; if they
have a negative evaluation toward Functional Constituencies; if they support
concern groups rather than Government in clashes between the two; and if they
support pro-democracy parties rather than pro-establishment parties. The
findings, shown in Tables 6.1 to 6.5, reveal to what extent the younger

generations possess dissenting social attitudes.

According to Table 6.1, a majority of all respondents (53.9%) support
LegCo’s approval of the budget for the High Speed Rail while 40.1% oppose it.
Comparing generations, the most opposed generation is the post-90s, 46.9% of
whom oppose LegCo budget approval. The post-80s have a slightly lower
percentage (44.4%) of opposition. Moreover, within the post-90s and the
post-80s there is almost an equal split between those who support and oppose

the budget approval. By contrast, a notable majority (60.7%) of the “baseline”
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post-70s support LegCo’s approval of the High Speed Rail budget. The
opposition to the high speed rail has, however, dropped slightly compared to
findings from an earlier survey on constitutional reform that was conducted in
late January to early February 2010 with adults aged 18 or above as the target
(January-survey). The percentages in brackets in Table 6.1 show the findings
from the January-survey. The main change is that over time, the sentiment
against the high speed rail diminished. The percentage of the post-70s against
the high speed rail drops from 40% to 31.6%, and among the post-80s from
53% to 44.4%. As opposition fell, the percentages supporting high speed rail
increased in both generations after February 2010. This illustrates that
anti-establishment sentiment can wax and wane over time, depending on the
situation.  More January-survey findings have already been reported in
Chapter III.

Table 6.1 Support LegCo to Approve Budget for High Speed Rail
(Y H k7 PP SRHHERL 669 LIPS B eBRE D 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
% % % %

Don’t support / Strongly don’t 46.9 44.4 31.6 40.1
support (53.0) (40.0)

(=L ?Eﬁj’%@*ﬁﬁ)

Support / Strongly support 49.3 49.6 60.7 53.9
(Y51 ?E’ﬁ}'iﬁﬁ) (42.0) (57.4)

Don’t know 3.8 6.0 7.7 6.0
(FE gL 1 ) (5.0) (2.6)

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p < 0.001 (i.e. difference in attitude among generations are found to be statistically significant
at probability less than 0.001)

Percentages in brackets refer to January-survey.
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Table 6.2 Evaluation of Functional Constituencies after LegCo Approved High Speed Rail
Budget (" i ¢ Sp LRI 8 - )T SRS 1 DR HIFI G4 2 )

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
% % % %
Worsens (igsx) 21.9 22.9 17.1 20.4
(25.3) (22.0)
Remains negative 31.2 30.6 26.5 29.2
(7|7« —~ [T =) (32.3) (28.3)
Becomes better (f&@4+) 6.0 1.6 54 4.3
(4.5) (6.8)
Remains good 11.6 9.0 12.4 11.0
(7|7« —~ [T ) (11.2) (12.0)
No definite views 27.0 32.2 314 30.5
(- PR HE ) (24.2) (27.7)
Don’t know 24 3.6 7.3 4.7
(ER LN =) (2.5) (3.1)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001
Percentages in brackets refer to January-survey.

The findings with respect to respondents’ evaluation of Functional
Constituencies (FCs) after LegCo approved the High Speed Rail budget is
shown in Table 6.2. Some 29.2% of all respondents continued to have a poor
evaluation of the FCs while 20.4% indicated their evaluation had worsened.
Comparing generations, a majority of both the post-90s (53.1%) and the
post-80s (53.5%) hold a negative evaluation towards the LegCo members from
the FCs after the approval of High Speed Rail budget (Table 6.2). The
percentage of the “baseline” post-70s opposing the approval of the budget
(43.6%) is lower than for the other generations, but those against clearly
out-number those who are in favor. Again, the post-90s are as negative
towards the FCs as the post-80s, and the “baseline” post-70s group is also

-52.-



inclined towards an unfavorable evaluation. A comparison with the
January-survey shows that, like anti-high speed rail sentiment, the negative

evaluation towards the FCs drops slightly over time.

Table 6.3 Conflicts between Government and Environmental Concern Groups over
Conservation Issues (F¥/fi== 2 i u?ﬂﬁ:ﬁ\? %J%ETE RN e ICT E].?—Jv{EIT_L’ ) fhy

el e A R S 2)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
% % % %

Support Concern Groups more 43.3 35.8 30.7 35.9
(& A/*“ﬁ il S [ R
Half-half 32.8 35.7 37.2 35.5
(G TR - )
Support Government more 19.2 18.9 23.9 20.9
(* */*ﬁz 7J RIRlESR)
Support nelther 0.4 2.7 2.9 2.1
G R UG
Don’t know 4.3 6.9 5.2 55
(PR T L)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
p <0.001

Regarding conflicts between government and environmental concern
groups (Table 6.3), the post-90s give the strongest support to concern groups
(43.3%) while the post-80s come second (35.8%). Not surprisingly, the
“baseline” post-70s are most supportive to the government but the percentage

(23.9%) is still lower than their unsupportive counterpart (30.7%).
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Table 6.4 Political Party Most Supported (& ¥ ﬁﬁfﬁ@]’ﬁf&ﬁ@ﬁ}fﬁ;{glpu ?)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”

% % % %

Democratic Party 6.8 9.1 9.4 8.6
(= H) (13.1) (14.7)

League of Social 6.2 4.9 2.3 4.2
Democrats (7 J3) (11.0) (3.4)

Civic Party (o* N #) 6.4 5.6 8.1 6.8
(6.8) (7.3)

Pan-democrats 2.9 5.6 5.0 4.7
(H P2 PRNT = T) (9.9 (10.2)

Pro-establishment 5.0 4.7 9.2 6.5
(£ IT) (8.4) (14.7)

Independent / Neutral 72.7 70.1 66.0 69.2
Cr= 1PN =T (50.8) (49.7)

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

p <0.001

Percentages in brackets refer to January-survey.

Generational comparisons show that, in response to the first 3 dissenting
social attitudes, the post-90s are as anti-establishment as, or even more so, than
the post-80s. This pattern extends to the liberal end of the political spectrum.
Table 6.4 shows that in the post-80s generation, the ratio of those supporting
“moderate” liberals (i.e. the Democratic Party) to radical liberals (i.e. the
League of Social Democrats) is about 2 to 1. Within the post-90s, however,
the proportion changes drastically to close to 1 to 1. Comparing the
percentages with the January-survey, the trend appears somewhat
counter-intuitive. The League of Social Democrats (LSD) is said to appeal to
the younger generations. The present findings show the support for the LSD
from the post-80s has dropped from 11.0% in January 2010 to 4.9% in May.

Almost all political parties have lost support in the same period (except that
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slightly more of the post-70s support the Civic Party). On the other hand,
there is a notable increase in the percentage of post-80s and post-70s who say

they are politically neutral.

Table 6.5 Democratic Progress since 1997
(F1 1997 & [pISg] )t > SRR E R 2 8 P Ffios bl M8 ERGEH I ?)

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
% % % %
Too slow (&) 45.1 50.7 42.1 45.8
About right ¢l 49.6 42.7 48.0 46.7
Too fast (*1%) 4.5 3.0 4.2 3.9
Don’t know 0.7 3.6 5.7 3.6
(PR AR )
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
p < 0.001

The post-80s are the most critical to the progress of democratization in
Hong Kong since 1997. Table 6.5 shows that slightly more than half (50.7%)
of them find the democratic progress of Hong Kong too slow, compared with
45.1% of the post-90s and 42.1% of post-70s.

Figure 6.6 below summarizes the findings about the discontent of the youth
population towards 4 socio-political issues (political affiliation is omitted.)
While the social commentators have earlier drawn attention to the dissent
among the post-80s generation, our survey findings indicate that a more detailed
examination of generational differences invites particular focus on the post-90s.
For two of 4 issues, the post-90s are more critical towards the establishment
than the post-80s, namely in not supporting high speed rail and in favor of
environmental concern groups. We foresee that with their growing

involvement in emergent socio-political arguments and conflicts, the post-90s
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will inevitably become the major driving force in future social protests.

Figure 6.6 Discontent of Youth Population

55.0%

B—
e negative evaluation towards
50.0% r i Functional Constituencies
450% ¢
400% r
Post-90s
prevail ~— not support High Speed Rail
35.0% r s ~—
T o
support environmental %
300% | CONCern groups X
25.0% :
Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s "Baseline"
—¢— ot support High Speed Rail C 469% 44 4% 316%
—i— negative evaluation towards 93.1% 53.5% 43.6%
Functional Constituencies
— = support environmental concern - 35.8% 30.7%
groups
democratic progress too slow 45.1% 50.7% 42 1%

Findings reported in the previous Chapter suggest that respondents are not
positive towards a national identity or trusting the Hong Kong and Central
Governments. Apart from generational differences, are identity and trust
associated with dissenting social attitudes? Table 6.7 reports the associations
of identity and trust with four social attitudes. As the vast majority identify
themselves as Hong Kongers, the local identity is, statistically speaking,
practically a constant for all respondents. Therefore, it is expected to have no
effect on social attitudes of dissent. With more variations in terms of national
identity and trust in the two governments, their associations with social attitudes
are found to be statistically significant. The findings hint that views on social
issues are being “affected” by respondents’ perceptions of local and (alienated)

national identity, as well as whether they trust the Hong Kong SAR and Central
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governments. Those who do not support the high speed rail budget report,
evaluate FCs negatively, support environmental concern groups, and find
democratic progress too slow since 1997, are respondents that they are not
identified with national identity, do not trust Hong Kong as well as Central
Government.  The results point to the need for further investigation into the
effects of value orientations on perceptions of social and political conditions.
However, with the limitation on the length of the questionnaire, we were unable
to include additional questions pertaining to identity formation and trust. Ng
(2007:135-136) discusses the likelihood that dual loyalty towards the country
(China) and the region (Hong Kong) are not antagonistic but complementary.
He comments that survey questions probing country as well as regional
identification are often “guided by the implicit assumption of antagonism while
neglecting complementary dualism.” He suggests “future research and civic
education should take [complementary dualism rather than the antagonistic

model] into consideration.”
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Table 6.7 Association of Identity and Trust with Dissenting Social Attitudes

With local DON’T DON’T DON’T
identity identifiedas  trust HK trust
Chinese SAR Central
Government Government
Social Attitudes % % % %
NOT supporting High Speed Rail 43.2 60.0 * 64.4 * 58.3*
Supporting High Speed Rail 56.8 40.0 * 35.6 * 41.7*

Evaluation towards Functional

Constituencies

Negative 51.0 64.9 * 78.6 * 68.4*
Positive 16.1 10.5 * 4.6 * 7.1%

Conflicts in conservation issues

Support environmental 37.7 46.3 * 48.5 * 48.5 *
concern groups
Support Government 21.8 148 * 14.1* 141 *

Democratic progress since 1997

Too slow 47.3 59.1 * 73.6* 65.5 *
About right 48.9 37.5* 24.0 * 32.2*
*p<0.001

6.2 Aggregate Measure of Dissenting Attitudes

The above four social attitudes of dissent and political affiliation indicate
how much discontent the youth population has towards the socio-political
environment. To further analyze their “aggregate” level of dissent and identify
the most discontented group, we have created an aggregate measure by counting
how many of the following positions the respondents have expressed: (a) not

supporting the High Speed Rail, (b) viewing Functional Constituencies
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negatively, (c) supporting environmental concern groups, (d) finding democratic
progress too slow, and (e) having a democratic affiliation. The index has a
range of values from 0 to 5, with the higher the score the more discontented

respondents are.

Table 6.8 Aggregate Score of Dissenting Attitudes

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”

Dissent Score % % % %
No dissent — 0 15.6 19.0 32.1 23.2
Little or 1 23.9 22.0 21.3 22.3
moderate 2 21.9 19.2 154 18.5
dissent 3 19.0 18.0 13.0 16.3
strong <: 4 13.4 14.5 9.8 12.4
Dissent 5 6.2 7.2 8.3 7.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Mean (out of 5) * 2.1 2.1 1.7 1.9

S.D. 15 15 1.6 1.6

*p < 0.001

As shown in Table 6.8, 23.2% of respondents lack dissenting attitudes (i.e.,
score 0), 57.1% are a little or moderately dissenting (with scores from 1 to 3),
and a sizeable minority (19.7%) hold strong dissenting attitudes (scores 4 and 5).
Regarding generational differences, the “baseline” post-70s are relatively the
least discontented generation; over 30% of them do not show any discontent
(with a score of zero.) Both the post-90s and the post-80s have an equal level
of dissent. More specifically, 19.6% of the post-90s, and 21.7% of the
post-80s score at a strong dissenting level (scores 4 or 5), while the “baseline”
post-70s group is not too far behind (18.1%). In fact, the post-70s group is

relatively sharply split. Their proportion who strongly dissent comes close to
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matching that of the other two generations but their proportion supportive of the
establishment is the highest (32.1%) among the three generations. The mean
score of aggregate dissent is the same (2.1) for the post-90s and the post-80s.
The “baseline” post-70s have a mean score 1.7, and the difference from the

younger generations is statistically significant.

Apart from generation differences in the mean score of aggregate dissent,
there are also some statistically significant differences in dissent scores by
demographic characteristics as summarized in Table 6.9. In general, the more
dissenting respondents are male, born in Hong Kong, and educated to a senior
secondary level or above. Overseas living experience and household income
have no statistically association with the aggregate dissent measure. For those
statistically significant differences, the magnitude is mostly around 0.5 (score
range 0 to 5), which indicates respondents are not hugely divided. This narrow

difference (less than 0.5) has already been found among generations (Table 6.8).
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Table 6.9 Demographic Characteristics and Dissenting Attitudes (Mean Scores)

Dissent Score

Sex *

Female 1.8

Male 2.1
Born in Hong Kong * 2.1
Not born in Hong Kong 1.5
Education *

Junior secondary or below 1.5

Senior secondary 1.9

Tertiary education or above 2.1
Overseas living experience 1.8
No overseas experience 2.0

Monthly household income group

Below $10,000 1.92

$10,000 - $29,999 2.04

$30,000 or above 1.90
*p<0.001

6.3 Demographic Profile of the Strong Dissidents

Those with scores of 4 and 5 in the aggregate measure of dissent are
regarded as holding strong dissenting attitudes. As reported in Table 6.8,
among all respondents, a sizeable minority of 395 respondents (19.7%) are
identified as having strong dissent. Who are the strongly dissenting

respondents? Table 6.10 describes briefly their demographic profile.
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Table 6.10 Demographic Characteristics of Youth Population who Show Strong Dissent

All Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s
Strong “Baseline”
Demaographic profiles of dissidents
395 strong dissidents (n=395)
Generational distribution
Post-90s 27.3%
Post-80s 36.7%
Post-70s 35.9%
Female 45.3% 53.7% 40.0% 44.4%
Male 54.7% 46.3% 60.0% 55.6%
Education *
Junior secondary or below 7.6% 12.0% 0.7% 11.3%
Senior secondary 39.6% 75.0% 21.4% 31.2%
Tertiary education or above 52.8% 13.0% 77.9% 57.4%
Overseas living experience *
Yes 10.9% 2.8% 11.1% 16.9%
No 89.1% 97.2% 88.9% 83.1%
Born in Hong Kong?
Yes 82.2% 80.6% 84.7% 81.0%
No 17.8% 19.4% 15.3% 19.0%
Median monthly household $10,000 - | $10,000-  $10,000-  $30,000 -
income group * 29,999 29,999 29,999 59,999

*p < 0.001

Table 6.10 illustrates that strong dissidents share similar demographic

characteristics regardless of their generation.

The majority of the 395 strong

dissidents are tertiary educated (52.8%) and were born in Hong Kong (82.8%);

only a few (10.9%) have experience living overseas, and their median

household monthly income is $10,000-29,999. Generational differences are
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statistically significant only for three characteristics: educational attainment,
household monthly income, and overseas living experience. Among the strong
dissidents, a far larger proportion of the post-80s (77.95%) have attained tertiary
education than post-70s (57.4%) or post-90s (13.0%). More post-70s have
overseas living experience (16.9%) than the younger generations, and are
better-off (median household monthly income $30,000-59,990). However, it
would be premature to conclude that dissenting attitudes are associated with
higher education, overseas exposure, or being economically better-off. The
profile analysis reveals only that the youth population holding strong dissenting
attitudes share similar demographic characteristics: not at the bottom layer
economically, attained tertiary education, born in Hong Kong (82.2%), but only

a few having experience living overseas.

6.4 Other Correlates of Dissenting Attitudes

Generations and some demographic characteristics have effects on
dissenting attitudes. Personal attributes are unchangeable. It is not possible to
exert influence on the formation of negative sentiments among dissenting youth
by changing their personal attributes. Therefore, our next step is to
investigate the effects of perceptions and values on dissenting attitudes. As
mentioned in section 5.9 of Chapter 5, some recent observers of socially
discontented youth suggest blocked upward mobility could be one of the
reasons for their negative sentiment. Table 6.11 reports the correlation of
dissenting attitudes with 3 measures of self-perceived opportunities available
for personal development. The 3 measures are found to be negatively
correlated with the dissenting attitudes of respondents.  Negative correlation
means that the more dissenting the respondents are, the fewer the opportunities

they perceive as available to them. Although the correlations are statistically
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significant, the relationships are very weak. Respondents perceiving limited
opportunities are not visibly more dissenting than those perceiving good
development opportunities. And as discussed in section 5.9, survey findings
do not offer evidence strong enough to confirm the claim that blocked mobility
Is a salient preoccupation shaping youth perceptions. As a result, we cannot

conclude that perceptions of blocked mobility reinforce dissenting attitudes.

Table 6.11 Correlations between Development Opportunities and Dissenting Attitudes

Correlation with

Self-perceived opportunities for personal development: Aggregate Dissent (r)

(1) Opportunities available to same age cohort for Personal -0.173 **
Development

(2) Comparing with now, will future opportunities for -0.106 **
personal development in Hong Kong become better or
worse?

(3) Overall speaking, are you satisfied with the -0.205 **
opportunities for your own development in Hong
Kong?

**p<0.01

Respondents’ dissenting attitudes are thus not noticeably influenced by
their perceptions of limited development opportunities. Could it be that their
subjective quality of life in general has an effect on dissenting attitudes? Table
6.12 presents the correlations of 3 general measures of subjective quality of life
with dissenting attitudes. The effects of quality of life on dissenting attitudes
are similar to those of perceived development opportunities. Measures of
quality of life have very weak but statistically significant negative correlation
with dissenting attitudes. And the correlations are even weaker than for
perceptions of development opportunities available. Respondents dissatisfied
with their life or health condition do not generate noticeably more dissenting
attitudes than their more satisfied counterparts. The same applies to unhappy
respondents: they are not more dissenting than happy ones. The findings do
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not support assertions that dissatisfaction with life leads to dissent.

Table 6.12 Correlations between Quality of Life and Dissenting Attitudes

Correlation with

Quality of Life Aggregate Dissent (r)
(1) Overall life satisfaction -0.140 **

(2) Satisfaction with health condition -0.049 *

(3) Overall happiness -0.148 **
**p<0.01

*p<0.05

Table 6.7 (in section 6.1) has presented the association of individual items
of dissenting attitudes with identities and trust in the Hong Kong or Central
Government. To further illustrate the combined effects of identification and
trust on dissenting attitudes, we have examined the effects of “Chinese
patriotism” and “Trust in the Hong Kong SAR Government”. “Chinese
patriotism” has scores ranging from 0 to 3: zero means neither identified with
being Chinese nor trusting the Central Government; a score of 1 means only
identified with being Chinese; a score of 2 means only trusting the Central
Government; and a score of 3 (full score) means full patriotic sentiment in terms
of having Chinese national identity and trusting the Central Government. In
the case of Hong Kong identity and trust, since more than 80% of all
generations view themselves as Hong Kongers, there is not much variation in
this item. For this reason, we adopt only a single measure of “Trust in the
Hong Kong SAR Government” to examine its correlation with dissenting
attitudes. “Trust in the Hong Kong SAR Government” is rated on a 4-point
scale: 0 means “strongly distrust”, 1 “distrust”, 2 “trust”, and 3 “strongly trust”.
Table 6.13 below reports the scores for “Chinese patriotism” and “Trust in Hong
Kong SAR Government”, and Table 6.14 shows their correlations with
aggregate dissent. Table 6.13 shows the post-90s trust the Hong Kong SAR

Government a bit more than the other two generations, while the post-80s and
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post-70s have the same level of trust. The post-90s and post-80s are less
patriotic than the post-70s, and the difference is statistically significant. “Trust
in the Hong Kong Government” and “Chinese patriotism” have moderately
negative correlations with dissenting attitudes, and are statistically significant
(r=-0.515 for trust in Hong Kong government, r=-0.429 for Chinese patriotism)
as shown in Table 6.14. The negative correlation for “Trust in the Hong Kong
government” indicates that the more trust there is, the less dissenting attitudes
are. Another way of describing the relationship is that the stronger the dissent
of the respondents, the less their trust in the Hong Kong government.  For
“Chinese patriotism”, the more identified respondents are with China, the less
dissenting their attitudes. By contrast, respondents with a stronger sense of
dissent have a more negative evaluation towards national identity and the

Central Government.

Table 6.13 Chinese Patriotism and Trust in the Hong Kong Government among Generations

Post-90s  Post-80s  Post-70s All
Trust in Hong Kong SAR Government ** 1.68 1.56 1.56 1.60
Chinese patriotism *** 1.52 1.57 1.93 1.69

*** < 0.001, ** p < 0.01

Table 6.14 Correlation of Identity and Trust with Dissenting Attitudes

Correlation with

Aggregate Dissent (r)

Trust in Hong Kong SAR Government -0.515 **
Chinese patriotism -0.429 **
**p<0.01

- 66 -



6.5 Democratic and Conservation Inclinations and Dissent

Regarding the values orientation, we followed Prof. M.K. Lee’s advice to
further measure respondents’ inclinations to support democracy and
environmental conservation by 3 questions that force them to indicate their
preference for (a) democratic development over efficiency in governance; (b)
environmental conservation over economic growth; and (c) a tax increase to
support conservation. An aggregate index is created to summarize and reflect
their inclinations, with a range of values from 0 to 3. Respondents who score
3 have the maximum “radical” value orientation, while those who score 0 are
fully conservative and pro-establishment. Table 6.15 shows the mean scores of
different generations.  Although the difference among generations is
statistically significant, the magnitude of these differences is small, and hence
showing more or less equal magnitude of “radical” value orientation in all
generations. The limitation on the length of the telephone survey prohibited
our employing a more rigorous instrument to assess respondents’ adherence to

“radical” values in favor of democracy and environmental conservation.

Table 6.15 Index of “Democratic and Conservation Inclination”

Post-90s Post-80s Post-70s All
“Baseline”
Mean score (0-3) 2.30 2.32 2.18 2.27

p<0.01

Table 6.16 further illustrates the effect of values orientation on dissenting
social attitudes. All the differences in mean scores of the “democracy and
conservation inclination” are basically statistically significant. The findings
suggest that the influence of values orientation on subsequent social and
political perceptions is not insignificant. Further research is necessary in order

to examine how the causal process works among youth population. The
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formation and effects of such inclination have been extensively examined under

the thesis of postmaterialism since 1970s, a topic we turn to in section 6.6.

Table 6.16 Association between “Democratic and Conservation Inclination”

and Dissenting Social Attitudes

Mean score *

Social Attitudes (0-3)
NOT supporting High Speed Rail 241
Supporting High Speed Rail 2.17
Evaluation towards Functional Constituencies
Negative 237
Positive 2.01
Conflicts in conservation issues
Support environmental concern groups 2.48
Support Government 1.82
Democratic progress since 1997
Too slow 2.45
Moderate 2.13
Political affiliation Democratic ~ League of
Party Social
(5= ED) Democrats
G
2.43 2.51
Pro-establishment
(HHIT)
1.86

Civic  Pan-democrats
Party (9= )F /
(CHNED) 3N

2.37 2.49

Independent / Neutral
CEY 1 FIRT T
2.23

*p < 0.001

6.6 Postmaterialism and Dissent

Our previous analysis has suggested that the influences of value

orientations on social and political perceptions are real and significant.

This

leads into the issue of how values affect and explain variations in perceptions of
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social, political, and economic conditions. One prominent approach to
tackling this issue is the thesis of a cultural shift from materialism to
postmaterialism which has triggered a series of research studies in western
societies since the 1970s. Inglehart is the major proponent of the testing of
this thesis through empirical research. Since his influential publication in 1977,
and despite having his academic critics, his writings and research on this topic
continue to serve as one of the most influential perspectives to describe and
explain the effect of postmodernization on changes in values and perceptions in
highly industrialized societies (Inglehart 1977, 1984, 1989, 1990, 1997, 2000).
The World Values Survey, an ongoing global comparative research project
conducted every five years, has incorporated Inglehart’s
materialist-postmaterialist value sets since 1990 to assess values change over

time (http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org).

Research on the extent of a postmaterialist cultural shift in Hong Kong is
not prolific but there have been several attempts to test his thesis. Ho and
Leung (1995, 1997) were the pioneers to apply Inglehart’s thesis and research
strategy to explore the extent of the rise of postmaterialism in Hong Kong in the
1990s. They adopted Inglehart’s original composite measurement of
postmaterialism. Twelve items on materialist and postmaterialist values were
divided into 3 sets, and each set contains 2 items of materialist values and 2 of
postmaterialist. In each set, respondents were asked which value item would
be the most important to them, and then which would be the next most
important. We regard this answer format as forced-choice. After having
indicated choices in 3 sets, the same 12 items would then be presented
altogether again to the respondents. In this 12-item set, respondents were
asked to indicate which one would be the most desirable, the next most
desirable, and the least desirable. We will not discuss in detail here the

mechanism to construct a composite score from the answers. Briefly, Ho and
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Leung categorized respondents into three value types: (1) materialist (all
materialist items were indicated to be important); (2) mixed type (some items
related to both materialist and postmaterialist items were rated important); and
(3) postmaterialist (almost all postmaterialist items were considered important
and desirable.) In their two surveys done in 1993 and 1995, materialist values
prevailed (75.0% in 1993, 79.3% in 1995). The postmaterialists were a
negligible minority in both years although their percentage doubled in two years
time (from 0.3% in 1993 to 0.6% in 1995). The mixed type accounted for
24.7% of their survey respondents in 1993 and 20.0% in 1995. In the 1993
survey, they found that value types (materialist vs. mixed type) could broadly
explain the political inclination of respondents (Ho and Leung, 1995:243).
Materialists tended to support conservative political parties, and the mixed type
to support the liberal political camp. In multivariate analysis, being a
materialist was a more powerful predictor of support for conservative political
parties than other demographic characteristics and social attitudes. Only the
positive effect of “trust in the Chinese government” was a stronger predictor
than a materialist value (ibid:245). As of the mid-1990s, Hong Kong had thus
not experienced any notable cultural shift from materialism to postmaterialism.
As the researchers noted, “freedom, democracy, and human rights appear[ed] to
be less important in [Hong Kong people’s] daily lives ...... materialism

remained a dominant value in Hong Kong” (Ho and Leung, 1997:351-353).

After Ho and Leung’s works, Hsiao and Wan (2004) investigated and
compared whether postmaterialism was spreading in Hong Kong and Taiwan.
Like Ho and Leung, they adopted the same measurement and strategy to assess
materialist and postmaterialist values. Although Hsiao and Wan published
later than Ho and Leung, the formers’ fieldwork was done in 1992 (Ho and
Leung in 1993 and 1995). Interestingly, in the Hsiao and Wan 1992-survey, it
was found that 8.5% of respondents in HK (and 10.9% in Taiwan) had
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postmaterialist values. This percentage was obviously much higher than Ho
and Leung’s findings in their 1993-survey (0.3%) and 1995 (0.6%). We do not
have enough information to be in a position to make sense of the difference. It
may be due to differences in the scale construction mechanism involved, which
was often seen in Inglehart’s work since the 1970s, and which has “kindled
numerous research, discussions and criticisms” (Ho and Leung, 1995:230).
Nevertheless, Hsiao and Wan (2004:260) reported that postmaterialist was in
majority (65.3%) NOT agreed “efficiency of governance is more important that
democracy”. By contrast, only 31.0% of the materialists disagreed and as

many as 55.1% agreed.

These local studies on postmaterialism followed Inglehart’s original
methodology to measure materialism and postmaterialism. The measurement
assumes that materialist and postmaterialist orientations are mutually exclusive,
so that respondents are given forced-choice 4-item sets to indicate preferences.
However, empirical findings from the above local studies clearly reveal that
Hong Kong people were basically materialist while also possessing partial but
not yet fully developed postmaterialist values. It should be noted that the
questionnaires used in these studies were all administered in the face-to-face
interview format. Such format enables forced-choice questions to be answered
without much difficulty. However, in telephone surveys, respondents have to
memorize a verbal description of 4 items in each set (and 12 items although in
the final stage) and then make their choices. This would definitely incur
incomplete responses. In view of these methodological concerns and practical
constraints, the ratings on each item in our telephone survey do not follow the
force-choice format. We used instead a four-point rating scale to tap
respondents’ evaluation of importance on each value item (very
Important/important/not important/very not important). Such deviation from

the original rating format is not our invention. A Hong Kong-wide survey
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research done in 2000 used such an instrument (Cheung and Leung, 2002,
2004).

The 2000-survey used a five-point scale for respondents to rate each value
item. The ratings were converted to the following scores: 0 for the lowest
rating, 25 for the next lowest, 50 for the middle, 75 for the next highest, and 100
for the highest (Cheung and Leung, 2004:351). They used the same 6
materialist items and 6 postmaterialist items as Inglehart, but new method to
calculate two composite scores of materialism and postmaterialism. The
scores were actually calculated by taking the mean of the 6-item summation in
each set, with resulting scores ranging from 0 to 100. The mean score of the
materialist value orientation was 83.9 and that of the postmaterialist was 71.3.
Although the rating and scoring mechanisms were different from those used in
previous studies, the pattern of findings from both streams of research was
similar in that that Hong Kong people were found to be more materialistic than

postmaterialistic.

Because of the limited length of the telephone survey, we have selected 8
value items (4 materialist and 4 postmaterialist) for respondents to rate. The
selection was based on their relevance to the research objective of this project.
The eight value items were rated on a four-point scale (very important=100 /
important=75 / unimportant=25 /very unimportant=0) following the scheme
devised by Cheung and Leung (2002, 2004), except for omitting the middle
response. Table 6.17 shows the mean scores for individual items as well as the

composite scores for the two value orientations.
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Table 6.17 Mean Scores of Value Orientations

Mean score
(0-100)

Postmaterialist value orientation 77.9

(a) protect freedom of speech 84.1
(Wﬁ‘%ﬁpﬁf'ﬁ“)

(b) move towards a friendlier, more humane society 81.9
(iR R 5)

(c) give people more say in important government decisions 73.9
(T N SE RIS E RS58)

(d) move towards a Hong Kong society where ideas count more 71.1
than money (ﬁf%’?@fﬁ FERHAIE 23 1 2 ER)

Materialist value orientation 84.2

(e) maintain order in Hong Kong 90.3
GER i)

(f) maintain a stable economy in Hong Kong 84.9

(g) fight rising prices 83.0
(FREFIED

(h) maintain a high rate of economic growth in Hong Kong 78.4

(ﬁgﬁ@@%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁi)

Table 6.18 reports the differences in postmaterialist value orientation
among generations as well as in the social attitudes of dissent. The
generational difference in postmaterialist value orientation is statistically
significant, with the post-90s the lowest and the post-80s the highest. However,
the magnitude of difference between post-70s and post-80s is very small. On
the other hand, a postmaterialist value orientation has significant effects on
social attitudes of dissent. The magnitude of the difference found in each
attitude is notable. The general pattern is that a higher postmaterialist value
orientation results in more critical perceptions of social and political issues.
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Table 6.18 Differences in Postmaterialist Value Orientation

Postmaterialist Value
Orientation (0-100) ***

Generation *

Post-90s 76.6
Post-80s 78.7
Post-70s 78.2

Social Attitudes

NOT supporting High Speed Rail 80.6
Supporting High Speed Rail 75.9

Evaluation towards Functional Constituencies

Negative 80.3
Positive 73.7

Conflicts in conservation issues
Support environmental concern groups 81.2

Support Government 71.0

Democratic progress since 1997

Too slow 81.2
Moderate 75.2
Political affiliation Democratic  League of Civic  Pan-democrats
Party Social Party (HFI=ET
(= ) Democrats ~ (** 2 #) 1JHZT)
(k245
80.7 82.9 84.4 80.7
Pro-establishment Independent / Neutral
(E D) CEEE PR T ERRT)
72.9 76.9
***n <0.001
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6.7 Predictors of Dissenting Social Attitudes

The five social attitudes of dissent are associated with generational
difference, national identity, trust in the Hong Kong Government and Central
Government, democratic and conservational values, and postmaterialist value
orientation (Tables 6.13-6.16, 6.18). The main patterns are that younger
generations, not inclined to hold a national identity, not trusting the Hong Kong
or Central Government, advocating democracy and environmental conservation,
and having a higher postmaterialist score will result in more critical view of
social and political conditions. Table 6.19 summarizes the significant
predictors of critical attitudes. The effects of all predictors on social attitudes
are statistically significant except Hong Kong identity. The insignificance of
the predictor Hong Kong identity is due to its almost “invariant” value among
the respondents, meaning the overwhelming majority (more than 80%) have
identified with Hong Kong. These predictors are value orientations, so the
findings may imply that social attitudes are influenced by pre-existing

ideologies of individuals.

Table 6.19 Summary of Predictors of Dissenting Social Attitudes

Generational Democratic and  Postmaterialist

difference: conservational value
younger value: higher orientation:
higher
Individual items of Social Attitudes
NOT supporting High Speed Rail v v v
Negative evaluation towards v v v
Functional Constituencies
Support environmental concern v v v
groups in conservation issues
Consider democratic progress since v * v v
1997 too slow
Democratic political affiliation v v v
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v indicates predictor effect is statistically significant at probability less than 0.001, except
with * at 0.05 level.

Table 6.19 (cont’d)

With local NOT NOT trust NOT trust
identity identifiedas HK SAR Central
Chinese Government Government

Individual items of Social

Attitudes
NOT supporting High Speed Rail x v v v
Negative evaluation towards x v v v

Functional Constituencies
Support environmental concern x v v v
groups in conservation issues
Consider democratic progress x v v v
since 1997 too slow
Democratic political affiliation x v v v

v indicates predictor effect is statistically significant at probability less than 0.001.

X means no significant effect

In addition, Table 6.9 reveals that three demographic characteristics are
found to have statistically significant associations with aggregate dissenting
attitudes. In general, the more dissenting respondents are likely to be male,

born in Hong Kong, and have senior secondary educated or above.

To better gauge the combined effects of both demographic (structural) as
well as value orientations predictors on dissenting attitudes, we have conducted
multivariate regression analysis by using aggregate score on dissenting attitudes
as the outcome. Six demographic variables and four value orientations are
used as predictor variables. Demographic variables include: (1) generations,

(2) sex, (3) educational attainment, (4) overseas living experience, (5)
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household monthly income, and (6) whether born in Hong Kong or not.  Value
orientations as predictors include: (a) trust in the Hong Kong government, (b)
Chinese patriotism, (c) democracy and conservation inclination, and (d)
postmaterialist value orientation. Table 6.20 presents 8 models of linear
regression analysis. We first estimate the effect of generations alone (Model 1).
Then we add other five demographic variables to estimate the combined effects
(Model 2). Thirdly, we examine the net effect of each value orientation by
adding generations as controlling variable (Models 3-6). Fourthly, we measure
the combined effects of value orientations and generations (Model 7).  Finally,
all demographic variables and value orientations are put together to predict
dissenting attitudes (Model 8).

In Model 1, the generations effect alone is minimal as witnessed by the
small R? value (0.012). R? value indicates that generations effect can only
correctly account for 1.2% of aggregate dissenting attitudes. Secondly, the
standardized regression coefficients can be interpreted as the relative predictive
power of predictors. In this model, being post-80s is a relatively stronger
predictor (standardized regression coefficient 0.110) of aggregate dissenting
attitudes than being post-90s (standardized regression coefficient 0.106).
Thirdly, the regression coefficients (i.e. not standardized) can be viewed as the
absolute effect on dissenting attitudes. Being post-90s increases about 0.373
unit of the score on aggregate dissenting attitudes (scale 0-5), and being
post-80s increases about 0.366 unit. With such a small increment, the effects
of both generations on aggregate dissenting attitudes are regarded as weak. In
this multiple regression analysis, being post-90s or post-80s are constructed as
two “dummy variables” which means their absolute effects should be
interpreted relative to the post-70s. Creating dummy variables is a common
technique in regression analysis for using predictors with categories only (e.g.
born in 70s, 80s or 90s.)
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Model 2 uses generations and 5 other demographic characteristics to
examine their combined effects on aggregate dissenting attitudes. Three of the
five demographic characteristics, sex, overseas living experience, and whether
born in Hong Kong, are all measured by two categories, so that they can be used
directly in regression analysis. The remaining two attributes, educational
attainment and household monthly income, are originally measured by multiple
categories. Hence, two dummy variables for education are created: (1) senior
secondary educated, and (2) tertiary educated. For household income, two
dummy variables are: (1) $10,000-29,999, and (2) $30,000 or above. With all
six demographic variables, the explanatory power of Model 2 is as low as 4.8%
(R? value 0.048). Using five more variables in addition to generations to
explain dissenting attitudes can only increase the accuracy of prediction from
1.2% to 4.8%. In regression analysis, adding many variables but gaining only
a marginal increase in the accuracy of prediction indicates those newly included
variables are not effective predictors. It implies that demographic

characteristics are not effective predictors of aggregate dissenting attitudes.

To explore further the effects of four value orientations on aggregate
dissenting attitudes, Models 3 to 6 examine each value effect one by one
together with generations. In all these “generations plus value orientation”
models, the generations effect is subordinate to the value effect, as indicated by

standardized regression coefficients.

Model 3 illustrates the effect of trust in the Hong Kong government on
dissent by holding the generations effect constant. Comparing with the
generations only model (Model 1, R* = 0.012), the R value of Model 3
increased considerably to 0.281. This means that using trust and generations

together can explain 28.1% of dissenting attitudes, instead of 1.2% by
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generations alone. By adding “trust in the Hong Kong government” to
generation, the combined explanatory power on the “outcome” dissenting
attitudes is significantly and hugely enhanced. The negative value of “trust in
the Hong Kong government” means less trust contributes to more dissenting
attitudes. The relative strength of its predictive power is significantly stronger
(-0.522) than generations (post-90s 0.134 or post-80s 0.107). And the absolute
effect indicates that dropping 1 unit of trust in the Hong Kong government
(scale 0-3) yields 1.24 unit increase in the aggregate dissent score (scale 0-5).

The effect of trust in the Hong Kong government can be regarded as strong.

A similar increase in explanatory power relative to the generations only
Model 1 is also witnessed in Models 4-6. However, the increase in R? value is
less visible. In Model 4, the R? value is 0.185, meaning Chinese patriotism
and generations together can explain 18.5% of dissenting attitudes. Chinese
patriotism has a negative and moderate effect (-0.543) on dissenting attitudes,
meaning one unit drop in Chinese patriotism (scale 0-3) yields 0.54 unit
increase in the aggregate dissent score. In other words, more patriotic

respondents are less dissenting.

Model 5 shows that adding postmaterialist value orientation to generations
effect does not enhance the model’s explanatory power much (R? value 0.084,
or 8.4%) relative to Model 1. The absolute predictive power of postmaterialist
value orientation is weak (0.029), one unit increase in postmaterialism (scale
0-100) vyields 0.029 unit increase in the aggregate dissent score. The
apparently weak coefficient, however, is due to the wide measuring scale of
postmaterialism in which single unit increment is rare.  The regression analysis
reflects that the more inclined respondents are towards postmaterialist values,

the more dissenting they are likely to be.
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In Model 6, the democracy and conservation inclination adds very little in
explanatory power (R? value 0.063, or 6.3%) when predicting dissent. The
relative effect of such inclination is moderate (0.424) and positive. Increasing
one unit in such inclination (scale 0-3) yields 0.42 unit rise in the aggregate
dissent score. The tendency is that more inclined respondents are to identify
with the values of democracy and conservation, the more dissenting they are

likely to be.

Model 7 presents combined effects of generations and four value
orientations as predictors on dissenting attitudes. With five predictors together
to explain the dissent outcome, the model R? value is significantly increased to
0.360, i.e. explaining 36% of dissenting attitudes. Relatively speaking, trust in
the Hong Kong government and Chinese patriotism are the strongest predictors
of dissenting social attitudes. In multivariate analysis, the generations effect
recedes to become the weakest in the presence of the other four values
predictors.  This implies the personal “structural” attributes have far less

predictive influence than values on dissenting attitudes.

Model 8 is the ultimate model of multivariate regression analysis because
it includes demographic characteristics and value orientations together as
predictors. The explanatory power of this model, R? value 0.370 or 37%, adds
only 1 more percentage point in comparison with Model 7 (value orientations
and generations model). All value orientations are statistically significant
predictors of dissenting attitudes, and are relatively stronger than demographic
characteristics. Not all demographic variables have a statistically significant
effect in this multivariate model. The findings confirm again that the
explanatory power of demographic variables is weaker and much less effective
than value orientations, as the contrast in R? values of Models 2 and 7

illustrates.
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Table 6.20 Relative Strength of Predictors on Aggregate Dissent

Relative Predictive Absolute Effect on
Power on Aggregate Dissent
Aggregate Dissent (regression coefficient)

Models / Predictors (standardize_d_regression H
coefficient)
Model 1: R*=0.012
Generation *
Post-90s 0.106 *** 0.373
Post-80s 0.110 *** 0.366
Model 2: R?=0.048
Education *
Tertiary educated or above 0.189 *** 0.605
Senior secondary educated 0.085 * 0.267
Generation *
Post-90s 0.103 *** 0.362
Post-80s 0.053 * 0.178
Born in Hong Kong 0.098 *** 0.347
Sex — Male 0.090 *** 0.285
Have overseas living experience -0.047 * -0.221
Household monthly income *
$30,000 or above -0.019 -0.062
$10,000 - 29,999 0.047 0.149
Model 3: R*=0.281
Generation
Post-90s 0.134 *** 0.471
Post-80s 0.107 *** 0.360
Trust in Hong Kong government -0.522 *** -1.242

# Generations, education, and household monthly income are each represented by 2 dummy
variables.

## Regression coefficient indicates the amount of change in aggregate dissent given a
one-unit change in the value of each predictor, given that all other predictors in the model
are held constant.
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Relative Predictive Absolute Effect on
Power on Aggregate Dissent
Aggregate Dissent (regression coefficient)

Models / Predictors (standardize;d_regression ##
coefficient)
Model 4: R*=0.185
Generation
Post-90s 0.032 0.112
Post-80s 0.052 * 0.176
Chinese patriotism - 0.423 *** -0.543
Model 5: R*=0.084
Generation
Post-90s 0.114 *** 0.395
Post-80s 0.114 **= 0.384
Postmaterialist value orientation 0.269 *** 0.029
Model 6: R*=0.063
Generation
Post-90s 0.082 ** 0.283
Post-80s 0.093 *** 0.308
Democracy and conservation 0.23] *** 0.424
inclination
Model 7: R*=0.360
Trust in Hong Kong government -0.383 *** -0.913
Chinese patriotism -0.213 *** -0.273
Postmaterialist value orientation 0.148 *** 0.016
Democracy and conservation 0.115 *** 0.214
inclination
Generation
Post-90s 0.077 ** 0.262
Post-80s 0.067 ** 0.226
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Relative Predictive Absolute Effect on

Power on Aggregate Dissent
Aggregate Dissent (regression coefficient)
Models / Predictors (standardize;d_regression ##
coefficient)
Model 8: R*=0.370

Trust in Hong Kong government - 0.371 *** -0.883
Chinese patriotism -0.219 *** -0.280
Postmaterialist value orientation 0.152 *** 0.017
Democracy and conservation 0.113 *** 0.212
inclination
Generation

Post-90s 0.090 *** 0.308

Post-80s 0.039 0.130
Education

Tertiary educated or above 0.084 * 0.267

Senior secondary educated 0.005 0.014
Sex — Male 0.071 *** 0.226
Have overseas living experience -0.052 * -0.247
Born in Hong Kong 0.022 0.083
Household monthly income

$30,000 or above 0.014 0.046

$10,000 - 29,999 0.042 0.135

*** < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05
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VII. Conclusion

We started out by noting the common belief that generation differences had
become influential in the genesis of social discontent and even the emergence of
protest movements against major public policies. To investigate this
generations thesis and other possible sources of influence on the younger
generation’s attitudes and behavior, this study posed four main questions:

(1) Does the younger generation have unique socio-political orientations
vis-a-vis the older cohort? Is there any distinctive diversity in values
and orientation within this generation?

(2) How does the younger generation perceive its own position and
opportunities in the socio-economic system, and in particular the
chances for improving its social and economic status?

(3) Does the younger generation exhibit a distinctive set of postmaterialist
values?

(4) What are the socio-demographic and biographical factors that could
account for diversities in socio-political orientations among the younger

generation?

To tackle these questions, we used two approaches to the collection of
relevant information and data. First, secondary analysis of existing survey
data helps us to obtain some knowledge of the characteristics of the younger
generations born after 1980 and those before then. Using data from previous
surveys, we have compared across cohorts their (1) political orientations, (2)
social perceptions and values, (3) identity, and (4) life satisfaction. Second, a
telephone survey has been conducted to collect information about social
attitudes, beliefs, values, orientations and behaviors among citizens born from
1970 to 1995 in Hong Kong. Attitudes towards recent political events

involving the said “post 80” generation are also surveyed. The findings from
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the telephone survey together with the secondary data analysis provide a more
comprehensive view of youth attitudes in different periods of time in recent

years.

We do not find consistent evidence from the analysis of existing data to support
the anecdotal observation that the post-80s cohort is more radical and
discontented. Some differences in orientations indeed exist across cohorts, but
the differences are small and are not observable in some critical dimensions.
For example, while the post-80s are less supportive of the high speed rail
project, they are not more radical than the post-70s in terms of disapproval of

the 2012 constitutional reform bill.

These results suggest that while there are some signs that the younger
generation is more critical of the government and political establishment, such
oppositional attitude is not fixed but significantly influenced by political events
and mobilization. The surge of negative perceptions among the younger
cohort towards the constitutional reform package after the anti-high speed rail
movement clearly illustrates this point. More importantly, whatever negative
sentiments exist among the younger cohorts, they do not appear to be related to
unsatisfactory personal conditions. Even though young people are more
critical of the government, they are in general more positive in evaluating their

own situation.

In our telephone survey, the social attitudes of the post-70s are used as the
baseline for comparison with the post-80s and post-90s. Various findings of
this study confirm that two younger generations are more critical of the
establishment, and stronger believers in democracy and environmental
conservation. These findings are partially consistent with the widespread

public view that the post-80s are the most radical in terms of social and political
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perceptions and actions. However, our findings also suggest that the post-90s
express “radical” ideologies comparable to, if not greater than, those espoused
by the post-80s. An important question that follows from this finding is
whether the post-90s, after engaging more and more in incidents of social and
political conflicts, will become the major driving force of social movements in
the very near future. Or will their political activism recede as they mature,
thereby letting the even younger generation take over their radical orientation?
In other words, could we attribute the generational differences to the adolescent
tendencies to rebel against authority or has an enduring transformation in social
values indeed occurred? The present study lacks empirical information to
provide answers to these puzzles. What is required to answer them is
longitudinal research on the continuity and change of socio-political attitudes of

the same cohort over their life course.

Social observers have suggested three perspectives to account for social
and political discontent among youth, namely, (1) that discontents are a result of
generational differences, (2) that such generational difference in attitudes could
be traced to the lack of opportunities for social advancements among the
younger generations, and (3) that they are in general less satisfied with their
personal life. Our analysis has confirmed the generations effect through
bivariate analysis. However, when more factors are included in the analysis,
the impact of the generations effect recedes to have only minimal importance.
We have also tested the second and third perspectives involving blocked upward
mobility for youth, and youth dissatisfaction with their life situation. However,

our findings do not support such claims.

We have adopted two strategies to test the impact of factors that could
potentially affect dissenting social attitudes in addition to the generations effect.

One strategy is to add five more demographic characteristics to estimate their
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combined effects on aggregate dissenting attitudes. In multiple regression
analysis, the demographic model is ineffective in explaining dissenting attitudes.
It can only increase the accuracy of prediction from 1.2% (generations effect
alone) to 4.8%. The second strategy is to add four measures of value
orientations together with generations to examine their combined effects. In
multivariate analysis, generations become the weakest predictor of dissenting
attitudes. The predictive power of the values model increases considerably
from 1.2% (generations effect alone) to 36%. Finally, we combine the
demographic characteristics with values. The explanatory power of the
resulting model increases only one more percentage point in comparison with
the values model. This shows again that demographic attributes are ineffective
in explaining dissenting attitudes.  One important discussion on value
orientations concerns the thesis of postmaterialism. It suggests that a shift in
cultural values is occurring that would favor democratization, environmentalism,
new forms of social movement, and advocacy of non-material based social
change. When ideologies and values prevail in social conflicts and actions,
sheer demographic profiling of activists becomes ineffective as explanatory
variables. In view of relevant theoretical discussions and our findings,
“radical” ideologies, if they should exist, should be examined and explained in
terms of values formation and cultural shift rather than by reference to

demographic variables.

Given the limitations of the telephone survey method, we can only
establish the correlational effects of generations and various values on
dissenting social attitudes. It is not possible from the survey findings to
uncover the causal relationships that would explain why some respondents
become dissidents.. While there is evidence showing systemic relationships
exist between value orientations and social unrest among youth irrespective of

their demographic background, we do not yet know the causal processes,
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however. At the present stage, the relationships found are still largely tentative,
due mainly to the crude measures that we have had to adopt in the telephone
survey. We were unable to gather information relating to the process of values
formation and uptake by individuals. We also lack information on the
channels through which such values are manifest in mobilizing collective social
actions. These concerns are well articulated in recent literature on political
socialization and political learning, as well as on the formation of civic and

political values as a dynamic process.

In all, we believe it is premature to draw concrete policy directions from
our current knowledge of the issues. Our study has revealed basically that
radical and dissenting views showed a systemic character in that they tend to
cluster together. A person’s dissenting view in one aspect may be correlated
with values in other domains. For example, certain views towards democracy
may be correlated with views on the environment and these in turn are likely to
give rise to negative evaluations of concrete public policy debates. Further
study on the “radical syndrome” and its determinants are desirable before we

can fully understand the rising tide of youth activism in public affairs.

One of the major policy implications from our findings is that social unrest
cannot be deduced from knowledge of demographic background variables. In
other words, it may not be sufficient to identify who the radicals or dissidents
are likely to be. Instead, we should focus on understanding the process of
how these young people have come to acquire radical values and attitudes.  If
policymakers and the society wish to know the processes and mechanisms
through which youth become radical or dissident, more focused research is
needed. We need further research for example on the processes of political
learning through which various social and political values are formed and

internalized by a significant portion of the population, then manifest in social
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and political attitudes, leading finally to public actions. The influences of the
various agents of socialization and learning -- for example, family, Internet and
school -- would have to be traced and clarified. In particular, we believe that
the school and media are at the present time important agents of political
socialization and learning but we lack a systematic understanding of their

influences over the younger generation in this era.

A corollary of this point is that we should not so readily subscribe to the
conventional wisdom that many youngsters are driven to become discontented
with the establishment because of dissatisfaction in their personal life. We
found that blocked social mobility and dissatisfaction with aspects of their
personal life have only a very slight effect on their negative orientations towards
major policy decisions. In short, miserable youngsters do not necessarily
become angry anti-establishment youngsters. Instead, beliefs in certain values
that are to a large extent mainstream, for example, democracy and
environmental conservation, once internalized by a sizable minority of young
people, could be “triggered” by events and mobilizations to become negative
sentiments towards the establishment. Moreover, rather than assuming that
young people are motivated by “negative” sentiments, we must recognize the
fact that many of the young people who are critical of the government are

prompted by “positive” beliefs about themselves, the society, and the polity.

The second policy implication is that about 20% of youth are strong
dissidents who reveal an anti-establishment sentiment towards almost every
social or political issue. While the proportion is not high, it is definitely a
sizeable minority. Policymakers may choose to ignore the radical views
expressed by this minority, and respond only to the mainstream views in the
policy making process. But in doing so, officials involved in policy debates

should expect that oppositional voices will not be silent and that public actions
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characterized by confrontation and expression of anti-establishment sentiments
will probably occur. Alternatively, accommodating minority radical views
during policy making is not an easy task either. The systemic
anti-establishment sentiments would create a hurdle to involving the dissidents
in policy discourse in the direction set out by the government. Policymakers
may or may not respond to the sizeable minority views, but the choice made

should be based on careful calculation, not paranoia.

It is also important to consider the differences between those young people
who harbor a negative view of the government in general (estimated to be a
little less than 20% of the relevant age groups) and the even smaller minority of
“radicals” who participated actively in the recent protest movements. While
our study is not specifically about this group of radicals, few would disagree
that they do exhibit an oppositional subculture that is at odds with the
mainstream values of our society. Nevertheless, the larger 20% “criticals” do
not necessarily share those more extreme “radical” views, but may share at a
certain level the mainstream values that have been promoted even by the
government itself. For example, citizenship and participation in public affairs,
environmental conservation, and local identity are values that are endorsed as
some kind of societal consensus. Nevertheless, we cannot deny that when
particular policy issues are being deliberated and policy decisions are being
made, such consensual values may not be fully realized or concrete trade-offs
have to be made that might result in only partial fulfilment of our core values.
The “criticals”, unlike the “radicals”, may not exhibit the same oppositional
culture or the ideological split with the mainstream, but their commitment to the
same set of core values may lead them to be critical of the apparent
contradictions between their values and the reality. In these cases, we should
not dismiss them as merely radicals who deviate completely from the societal

mainstream. Rather it is important to explain and communicate with them the
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harsh but necessary trade-offs involved in the formulation and implementation

of policy decisions.

As we maintained throughout this report, this study is decidedly a
preliminary investigation of a very complex problem. Given the constraints on
the scale and depth of our project and the resources at our disposal, we are
unable to provide conclusive answers to our questions. One limitation, in
particular, is that we have studied only the socio-political attitudes of the
younger population in general rather than their political actions. A minority of
the younger population harbor much discontent over the government and major
policy decisions, and among them, perhaps a much smaller minority have
actually engaged in protest actions of various kinds and degrees. Because of
our research design and limitations, we have not investigated the nature of the
channels through which discontent mutates into protest actions. We cannot
answer the question, for example, of who were those young people who
gathered outside of the Legislative Council last December and why were they
doing that? This does not mean that our study is without merit, however.
Our study has yielded a comprehensive picture of the value dispositions of the
younger population in general. It also shows some among this younger
population would be more receptive than others to protest propaganda because
of their value dispositions. Moreover, in policy debates, public opinions will
be strongly influenced by existing perceptions among the younger generation of
important social and political issues and policymakers are well advised to be
aware of such perceptions. The presence of discontent and radical dispositions,
If not actual radical behavior, should be an important parameter for

policymakers to consider when riding over major policy debates.
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